FUTURE DIRECTIONS
Our key focus will continue to be the implementation
of innovative and best practice projects under the
Australian Government’s National Landcare Programme.
We will continue to support and engage with the South
West community, Noongar people, farmers, groups and
other organisations.
We are working with our local communities to build
a more collaborative framework, and enable more
collaborative project planning for our combined
projects, beyond 2018.
We look forward to continuing the strong outcomes
achieved through our existing partnership projects
such as the Western Dairy Research, Development and
Extension Hub, and the Vasse-Wonnerup Investigation
Node research projects.

A very positive development this year has been the
formation of SWCC Consulting, which we hope will allow
us to undertake a range of management works on a
contractor basis, and independently fund other projects.
Further partnerships, business development and
alternative funding opportunities will continue to be a
priority in the new financial year.

SOUTH WEST CATCHMENTS COUNCIL

SWCC is looking forward to continuing to deliver
projects that protect our natural environment and
improve sustainable agricultural productivity across the
South West, in partnership with the community.
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THANK YOU
SWCC would like to thank the local communities
across the South West Region for their hard work and
commitment to looking after their local environment
and agricultural land.
We are honoured to work alongside our Regional
Partners, landholders, industry partners, research
institutions, government agencies, local government,
Aboriginal organisations, community groups and
volunteers in the delivery of NRM and Landcare in the
South West Region. All of our achievements are shared
with this dynamic and supportive network.
We also thank members of the SWCC Association,
Regional Coordination Team and other working groups
and steering committees for the guidance, assistance
and support provided to us in the delivery of our projects.

121

ON-GROUND
WORK SITES

91

LAND MANAGERS
SUPPORTED

68

The Australian Government is acknowledged and
thanked for the ongoing support for NRM through the
National Landcare Programme, Green Army, and 20
Million Trees funding, which have continued to assist
many groups and farmers across the Region.
Thank you also to the Government of Western
Australian and State NRM Office for their support of the
NRM community and the South West environment.
And finally, to the many private organisations who
have provided support and volunteering for our NRM
projects, we thank you.
We look forward to continuing to work together
to achieve more environmental, economic and
community outcomes for the South West, so that it
continues to thrive.
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swccnrm.org.au
working together to make a difference today and
develop a sustainable environment for tomorrow.
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This project is supported by the South West Catchments Council, through
funding from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Programme.
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As the traditional owners of the South West, the
Noongar people have interacted with the land, the
sea, the waters, the plants and animals sustainably
for tens of thousands of years. They call this caring
for Country and the boodja (land) is their mother.
The greatest opportunity we have to continue to care
for Country in the South West is for Noongar people
to be part of driving positive environmental and
social change, for the benefit of future generations.
The South West Catchments Council is committed
to engaging and collaborating with Noongar people
at all levels of Natural Resource Management, from
policy development to on-ground action.
By continuing to work together, Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal people can make a difference today
to develop a sustainable environment for tomorrow.

PROJECTS

CARING FOR COUNTRY

Aboriginal Cultural Connections
Western Dairy

Supporting the community to
address NLP priorities through
on-ground focused projects

1 industry partnership ongoing

PEEL - HARVEY
NRM REGION
Carbon Farming Awareness

Preston River to Ocean

Raising community and landholder
awareness of carbon farming

Partnering to protect
ecological, social and
cultural values of the
proposed Preston River to
Ocean Regional Park

5.5km fencing installed

BRUNSWICK
JUNCTION

We have facilitated significant on-ground outcomes for
the conservation of key biodiversity assets, Threatened
Ecological Communities and threatened species. This has
included; feral pest animal control over a significant area,
targeting pigs, foxes and rabbits, targeted weed control
to protect priority sites and revegetation efforts, remnant
vegetation protection and corridors to enhance the habitat
of threatened species like the Western Ring-tail Possum,
quenda, Carnaby’s Cockatoo, Geocrinia spp. and more.
We are continuing to protect our coastlines though a range
of on-ground actions over 18 on-ground sites and counting!
This success has been aided by strong community and local
government partnerships.
We continue to invest in a range of innovative sustainable
agriculture trials and demonstrations, in partnership with
more than 50 landholders, Landcare groups, grower groups
and peak industry bodies. This work is being undertaken
over more than 1,500ha and is supporting and encouraging
our South West farmers to embrace new techniques
and technologies to protect and enhance our important
agriculture and aquaculture industries.
We are continuing to invest in community Landcare through
the Strategic and Community Groundworks Grants, with
almost 40 projects currently underway. These projects are
grassroots driven, achieving local community engagement
and on-ground outcomes that meet Australian Government
National Landcare Programme priorities.
Of course, none of this on-ground work would be possible
without the invaluable contributions from the South West
community, famers, and our key partner organisations. With
this in mind, SWCC ran and facilitated almost 200 events this
year on a range of topics, engaging 6,340 people, including
55 Noongar people and 91 land managers.
We are very proud of this year’s achievements and we look
forward to continuing to work in collaboration with the South
West community.

COLLIE

Raising community awareness
and increasing the protection
and management of our
South West coasts

18 on-ground works sites

18.5ha on-ground work

WAGIN

DUMBLEYUNG

Regional Landcare
Facilitator
Building capacity, skills,
knowledge and confidence to
adopt innovative sustainable
agricultural practices

1 WSUD structure installed

CAPEL
DUNSBOROUGH

DONNYBROOK

BUSSELTON

Vasse-Wonnerup
Wetlands Investigation
Node
MARGARET
RIVER

Advancing NANNUP
our knowledge
of the wetland’s function,
structure and community
values

3 research projects
completed

600 people engaged

Ruabon-Tutunup Corridor
Protecting and enhancing
conservation values in one of
two remaining Swan Coastal Plan
vegetation linkages

KATANNING

BOYUP BROOK

31.5ha of weed control

Strategic Groundworks
Funding to address local community NRM
priorities, through strategic on-ground and
engagement
MANJIMUP focused projects

13 Landcare groups supported

Regional NRM Planning
for Climate Change

PEMBERTON

NORTHCLIFFE

KOJONUP

Biodiversity Refugia and Linkages

BRIDGETOWN

AUGUSTA

Wetlands, Waterways
and Water Quality
Conservation actions along
priority waterways in the
South West, to protect the
white-bellied (Geocrinia
alba) and orange-bellied
(Geocrinia vitellina) frogs

Strategic Water Sensitive Urban
Design (WSUD)
projects in coastal
DARKAN
areas, to improve water quality of key
water assets

BOYANUP

41,518 seedlings
planted

Coastal Community
Engagement

11 partner groups

Waterways and Wetland Linkages

DARDANUP

Vasse-Wonnerup
Restoration

Green Army
An Australian Government initiative for
young Australians aged 17–24 years
who are interested in protecting their
local environment

NARROGIN

1 demonstration site
established

OUR ACHIEVEMENTS

Protect and enhance
the ecological values of the
internationally significant
Vasse-Wonnerup
wetland system

NRM REGION

2 Aboriginal Trainees employed

24 projects funded

BUNBURY

The SWCC team has worked hard over the last year,
together with community volunteers and our key partners
and with the support of our funders, to achieve a range of
positive outcomes for the South West environment.

Building the capacity of Aboriginal
WHEATBELT
people to partner
in the delivery of
NRM and cross-cultural awareness

Community Groundworks

Linking dairy farm profitability,
sustainable agriculture and natural
resource management

Developing an online
interactive South West
Regional NRM Strategy that
includes climate change
information

Working with private landholders to
increase landscape connectivity and
restore priority habitats

200ha protected

SOUTH COAST
NRM REGION
Sustainable Agriculture
On-farm trials and demonstrations
focused on innovative and sustainable
farming and aquaculture practices

1,553ha on-ground work

1 training workshop held

Home River Ocean

Feral Pig Control in South West WA

Reducing urban nutrient
runoff through gardener
behaviour change

Partnering to reduce the environmental
and agricultural impacts of feral pigs

1 television campaign

WALPOLE

Regional Community Engagement
Increasing community awareness and
understanding of natural resources

20 strategic events held

1,187 pigs dispatched

