
Project Overview 

Taking a broader view of farming 

Sustainable Agriculture  

This project  is supported by the South West Catchments Council, through funding from the  

Australian Government’s National Landcare Programme. 
swccnrm.org.au 

Project Manager 

Dani Short, Wendy Wilkins & Peter Clifton  

Project Duration 

2015 to 2018 

Key Partners 

Landcare groups, grower groups, farmers, 
farm advisors, research organisations and 
industry bodies.   

Key Achievements 

 54 farm entities trialling practices 

 32 events promoting practices 

The Sustainable Agriculture Programme aims to 

develop and promote sustainable practices that 

maintain or improve natural resource condition, 

environmental quality and farm productivity (the 

efficiency with which farms convert inputs into 

outputs).  

The Programme focuses on soil health. It supports 

innovative farming practices, builds local evidence of 

the costs and benefits of sustainable practices, and 

develops knowledge and skills to help farmers 

integrate sustainable practices on their farm.  

Farmers are also supported through on-farm 

demonstrations and trials, events and extension. 

 



Providing farmers with ingredients for sustainable systems 

This project is supported by the South West Catchments Council, through funding from the  

Australian Government’s National Landcare Programme. 
swccnrm.org.au 

Trials and Demonstrations 

Since July 2015, the Programme has supported 
the development and implementation of 33 trials 
and demonstrations across the South West. 
These projects have been implemented on 54 
farms by partners such as grower groups, 
Landcare groups and individual farmers, and 
supported by research institutions and/or 
agricultural advisors. 

The quality and repeatability of project results 
varies across projects depending on the level of 
scientific rigour that could be achieved. However, 
the focus of projects has been on capacity 
building—demonstrating concepts on-farm to 
help farmers address soil constraints, improve 
sustainability and increase productivity—and 
how concepts can be practically applied.   

Capacity building events  

Capacity building events have been a key focus. 
Field walks and workshops have given farmers 

the opportunity to interact with experts, farm 
advisors and other farmers to share experiences, 
understand concepts and identify practical issues 
and solutions.   

Excellence in Communication 

The Sustainable Agriculture team is constantly on 
the look-out for better ways to present and share 
information. Initiatives have included: 

 The Agtrialsites website—a repository for 
project information and updates.  

 The Open Farm twitter account 

 Sustainable Agriculture YouTube videos 

 Fortnightly “SWAg” email to 340 contacts 
with sustainable agriculture news.  

Trial updates and case studies have been 
published on Facebook and in several industry 
newspapers and magazines, including Farm 
Weekly, WA Grower, the Evergreen Farming 
Newsletter and Farm West News. 

http://www.agtrialsites.com/?s=&post_type=listing&et-listing-type=none&et-listing-location=23&et-listing-rating=none
https://twitter.com/Farm_Open
https://www.youtube.com/user/SWCCNRM/playlists

