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Caring for Country
As the traditional custodians of this land, the Nyungar* people have
existed for tens of thousands of years in relative harmony with the land,
the sea, the waters, the sky and the plant and animal inhabitants of
this land.

Caring for Country is at the heart of the lore
~the spiritual, cultural and physical being~
of the Nyungar people.
The need to care for our country, to give as much as we take, is a powerful
lesson for all. It is a lesson that has taken the descendants of those first
European settlers over 150 years to begin to come to terms with, but the
lesson has now begun.
To do this effectively, however, people of all cultures must genuinely engage
with each other and learn from each other’s experience and knowledge.
The South West Region recognises the importance and value of involving
Nyungar people at all levels of natural resource management, from policy to
on-ground action. The greatest chance we have to once again care for our
country is to work together so that it may in turn care for us and for future
generations.
* Nyungar (or Noongar, Nyoongar, Nyoogah, Nyungah) means a descendant of the Aboriginal people of the South West Region of Western Australia and
describes a person who identifies with, and is accepted as a member of, the Nyungar community by that community.
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Chairman’s message

On behalf of the Board of the South West Catchments Council we are
pleased to present to you the 2011/2012 Annual Report.
It is with pleasure that I am able to report on the progress
that the South West Catchments Council (SWCC) has
been able to achieve over the 2011/12 year. In this
time we have continued to adapt and improve as an
organization to ensure we are best placed to deliver on
the objectives of our funders, the Australian Government
through Caring for Our Country and the Government of
Western Australia through the State NRM Program, and
our community. In addition we have been able to review
our corporate strategic plan and our Regional Strategy
for Natural Resources Management providing SWCC
with a clear organisational direction and focus.
My thanks go to all our Association members for their
continued support and trust they have given me as Chair
and their willingness to entrust me to continue in the role.
I would like to thank the staff of SWCC and the Board
for the dedication to their role and the support they have
given me throughout the year. I would especially like to

thank our Chief Executive Officer Damien Postma for his
continued commitment and professionalism.
The coming year has numerous challenges with the
coming State and Federal elections with their inherent
uncertainties; a diversification of our activities as we
adapt to the next phase of Caring for our Country and
new funding opportunities such as the Biodiversity Fund
and the emerging carbon economy; and the ongoing
need to provide tangible support to our members and
the community. I look forward to working with you all
in the interest of advancing the management of our
natural environment over the next year.

David Gardner
Chairman

Perched wetlands of the Wheatbelt region with extensive stands of living swamp sheoak and paperbark across the lake floor (Toolibin Lake). Tim Swallow
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10th Anniversary

Proudly celebrating 10 years of caring for
the South West environment
You will have noticed a lot of change happening throughout
the South West Region over the past ten years. Populations
have increased as people flock to the region to enjoy our
wonderful lifestyle, more land has been cleared to make way
for housing developments but one thing remains the same;
the South West Catchments Council is still working hard, in
partnership with the local community, to protect and enhance
the natural environment of our beautiful South West.
This year marks ten years since the incorporation of the
South West Catchments Council. Since 6th November
2002, SWCC has grown into a strong organisation
recognised as the peak body for regional environmental
resource management for the South West.
During that time, the structure of the organisation
has changed dramatically. SWCC was originally set up
as the regional natural resource management body
responsible for promoting and coordinating the effective
conservation and sustainable use of all natural resources
in the South West Region of WA. Community-based
catchment groups (the ‘sub-regions’ and others) and
State Government agencies formed the backbone of the
membership of SWCC and together with other partners,
implemented most projects.
Under this structure, many considered SWCC to be
purely an administrative organisation and its profile and
presence within the community was minimised to allow
other delivery organisations to receive recognition for
the NRM achievements within the region.

In 2007, a change in Federal Government and a national
review of NRM funding changed all that, and the new
Caring for our Country initiative was introduced. These
changes significantly affected the nature and scale of
the projects funded and the way in which these were
managed and delivered, with SWCC taking on a more
‘delivery focus’ rather than simply administrative role
in projects.
Despite this, partnerships and project collaboration still
lay at the heart of SWCC’s work. SWCC and its partners
in the region have achieved a great deal throughout
the decade and SWCC would like to thank everyone
involved for making the last ten years such a success for
the South West environment.
You’ll notice some of the project highlights and
regional achievements over the past ten years have
been showcased throughout this report and once again
SWCC would like to acknowledge all those who have
contributed to these successes.
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South West Bushfire
On the 23rd of November a number of severe
bushfires blazed their way throughout the South West
Region. The Margaret River bushfires that burnt over
3,673 ha, destroying 38 homes and damaging 106
buildings was a devastating blow for the community
and natural environment. That same day another fire
started near Nannup, jumped the Vasse Highway and
threatened homes in Augusta and Molloy Island. The
Nannup fire burnt through 55,150ha before it was
brought under control.

SWCC launched the new look SWCC e-news.

July
2011

August
2011

South West Celebration
SWCC held the first South West
Celebration event ‘Connecting
People, Restoring Places’ attracting
over 60 people. This event was so
successful, SWCC has decided to
make it an annual event.
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September
2011

October
2011

Increasing cultural
awareness
There are some wonderful cultural
training events held throughout
the year but due to time restraints
some organisations aren’t always
able to attend. During September
2011, SWCC purchased 66
registrations for the Indigenous
Cultural Awareness Training (ICAT)
for organisations throughout region
to provide greater accessibility to
this important cultural awareness
information.

November
2011

Getting the word out
SWCC launched a Public Relations
Campaign to increase awareness
of NRM and on-ground projects
across the region. This involved
launching into the social media
space via Facebook & YouTube,
creating digital case studies
and getting involved with the
international Geocaching craze!

December
2011

The year that was

RLF series of Governance
& Community Capacity
workshops
Provided for community Landcare
or natural resource management
groups to review their organisational
structures, procedures, and legal and
financial compliance obligations.
With more scrutiny of organisational
governance by funding bodies, these
updates provided valuable support
to the organisations that took part.
A second round of the Governance
workshops are currently being planned
for 2013.

January
2012

February
2012

Australian Year
of the Farmer
2012 has been dubbed
the ‘Australian Year
of the Farmer’ and
SWCC has signed up as
an Official Supporter;
proud to recognise the
important contributions
our South West
farmers make to our
communities.

South-West Marine Reserve announced
The Australian Government released its final network of marine reserves which
includes the South –West Marine Region extending from Kangaroo Island

Ngari Marine Park
announced

Carbon Farming
Initiative Workshops

The State Government
announced the introduction
of the new Ngari Marine
Park for the South West
covering about 124,000ha
and extending from
Geographe Bay to Augusta.

Over 120 farmers and interested
individuals SWCC’s Regional Landcare
Facilitator’s helped shed some light
on the Carbon Farming Initiative,
hosting a series of workshops
featuring presentations by Ben Keogh,
Australian Carbon Traders.

March
2012

April
2012

May
2012

June
2012

Balingup Small Farm Field Day
SWCC coordinated Landcare Tent bigger & better than previous years
with 6 groups in total joining together under the Landcare tent.

Coastal Gardens workshop Margaret River
To help those Margaret River residents who lost their gardens to
the bushfire put their green thumbs into action, SWCC produced
a Coastal Gardens Guide and held a workshop for residents to
demonstrate how to best use the guide. Fifty people attended
the presentation and also received a free ‘six pack’ of coastal
native plants for their garden. A total of four hundred plants were
handed out to residents affected by the Margaret River Fires.
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SWCC Program Reports

The following pages provide an overview
of the South West’s environmental assets
that the SWCC team has been working
hard to protect through their many projects.
The majority of SWCC’s project funding
comes from the Australian Government’s
Caring for our Country and you will
notice this features highly over the
coming pages.
Relating to each asset is a performance
bar (see example below) which correlates
to the Australian Government’s Caring
for our Country target, which SWCC
measures their performance against.

Target Date
Commitment What SWCC committed to
Achievement What SWCC has achieved to date

Note regarding the 2011-2013 Target bars: as this
annual report only covers the period up to June 2012
our newer projects are not yet complete with these
projects running until the end of September, 2013.
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This year’s annual report is unique in that
it includes the last few months of SWCC’s
2009-2011 Caring for our Country projects
and also the beginning of SWCC’s new
2011-2013 projects.
That considered you will notice two sets
of performance bars. One set for the
completion of the 2009-2011 projects
and the other for the first few months’
achievements of the new 2011-2013
projects to date.
Although the Caring for our Country
targets may differ slightly, SWCC’s
projects are tailored to continue
protecting, enhancing or rehabilitating
the same high priority natural resource
assets across the region to ensure there
are benefits for the long-term.
Following the report on SWCC’s
project successes, each program area
contains some project highlights and
achievements from the past 10 years –
celebrating SWCC’s ten year anniversary.

Regional
Investment
Landcare
program
Facilitators
reports

The Regional Landcare Facilitator (RLF) Initiative was established by the
Australian Government to provide support to the Landcare community of
the South West Region. Jill Richardson and Kate Scott share the RLF role in
the region.
The RLF Initiative is funded through Caring for our
Country to promote sustainable farm and land
management practices with agricultural, urban and
regional communities.
A regular RLF activity is the weekly Events and
Opportunities email which provides information on
South West, Western Australian and National natural
resource management events, as well as providing
information on funding and other opportunities relating
to the environment. The weekly email is sent to 224
recipients, a list that is growing each week.
Over the last year the RLFs have held a number of events
within the South West Region including;
> 4 Small Landholder Workshops
> 2 Workshops looking at obtaining and maintaining a
Landcare Officer
> 2 Workshops in project management and governance
for Landcare Officers and Committee members
> 8 In-House Governance Update Workshops
> 1 Grant Application Writing Workshop
> Provided funding for a series of Beyond Gardens
workshops

The RLFs have participated in and helped coordinate
the Landcare displays at a number of events around the
South West Region. These have included the Balingup
Small Farm Field Day, Wagin Woolorama, Rylington Park
Women’s Day, and the Donnybrook Apple Festival.
Carbon Farming Initiative
The Regional Landcare Facilitators play a leading role in
communicating information about the Carbon Farming
Initiative (CFI). The Australian Government provides
regular updates on the CFI and the RLFs look for every
opportunity to pass on this information and take
feedback to the Australian Government.
Four CFI presentations were held throughout the South
West in June 2012. The speaker was Ben Keogh,
Managing Director of Australian Carbon Traders. A total
of 124 members of the farming and urban communities
attended the presentations.
A further series of CFI presentations is currently under
development, and dates for the events will be publicised
in the coming month.

11

OVERVIEW >

Biodiversity

SWCC’s Biodiversity Team is working with the South West community to
ensure our natural biological diversity is protected by reducing threats and
maintaining the natural values of our environmental assets for present and
future generations.
Lower Blackwood High Ecological Value
Aquatic Ecosystem (HEVAE)

impact of feral pigs, stock and weeds, as part of the
Lower Blackwood Linkages project.

The Lower Blackwood High Ecological Value Aquatic
Ecosystem (HEVAE) is a nationally recognised aquatic
ecosystem which incorporates the lower reaches of the
Blackwood River and tributaries, above Molloy Island.

In reviewing what had been done in the area previously
it became apparent to the SWCC team that there
were several groups addressing different issues within
the project area. In the interests of taking a ‘wholeof-ecosystem’ approach to the project, productive
partnerships were formed with the local groups to
ensure any on-ground works were coordinated to get
the most impact.

As one of only 12 HEVAE’s in Australia, this biological
hotspot is recognised for its unique aquatic ecosystems
(swamplands, permanent freshwater rivers and streams)
which support a diverse number of plant and animal
communities, including a large number of threatened
species such as the White and Orange-bellied frog,
Balston’s pygmy perch and a critically endangered sedge
species, Reedia spathacea.
This system is also fundamentally important to the
lifestyle and economy of the approximately 30,000
people living in this area with main industries including
agriculture, horticulture, forestry and tourism.

Members of the CAT each delivered different aspects
of the project, working closely with local landholders
both on-ground and in raising awareness of the need to
preserve these important parts of the ecosystem.

SWCC has formed a number of partnerships over the
past few years to reduce critical threats to the threatened
species within the HEVAE, specifically to reduce the

SWCC is also proud to partner with Perth Zoo in
delivering two world firsts, helping to reverse the
declining population trends of the White-bellied and
Yellow-bellied frog species. The distribution of these
frogs is extremely limited. The White-bellied frog found
near Margaret River only has 1.9km2 of suitable habitat
remaining. To try and save these important species’
from extinction, the Perth Zoo initially started a ‘captive
rearing of juveniles to maturity’ program and has since
evolved this to a full ‘captive breeding program to help
boost these frog numbers in the wild. Early results of this
program are encouraging with over 50 frogs having been
translocated back into the wild. Ongoing monitoring has
detected some males from the first release calling, which
is a positive sign.

Geocrinia Alba courtesy Perth Zoo
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This resulted in the formation of a Collaborative Action
Team (CAT) involving SWCC, the Lower Blackwood
Land Conservation District Committee and the Shire of
Augusta Margaret River.

The Collaborative Action Team is working hard to
complement this captive breed-for-release program with
a comprehensive habitat protection program. Several local
landholders have gotten behind the project, protecting
the stream banks on their properties by fencing them
off from stock access and undertaking weed control and
revegetation. SWCC is working closely with DEC on an
integrated feral pig monitoring and control program.
2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To address the threats posed by invasive plant and animal species to the
environmental values of high priority non-Ramsar high conservation
value aquatic ecosystems, over the next two years.
Commitment 15 ha
Achievement 16.32 ha

2011-2013 Caring for our Country target
To reduce or manage the impact of vertebrate pest animals to maintain
and improve biodiversity outcomes.
Commitment 500 ha
Achievement 0 ha

2011-2013 Caring for our Country target
To address the threats posed by invasive plant and animal species to the
environmental values of high priority non-Ramsar high conservation
value aquatic ecosystems, over the next two years.
Habitat restoration
Commitment 30 ha
Achievement 16.2 ha

Streambank protection
Commitment 5 km
Achievement 10.2 km

Pest animal control
Commitment 20,000 ha
Achievement 10,000 ha

Engaging land managers to manage threats
Commitment 4 land managers
Achievement 8 land managers

Inland Ramsar Wetlands
Lake Muir-Byenup Ramsar Wetland
The Lake Muir – Byenup system is a Ramsar-listed
wetland of international significance located south
east of Manjimup and consists of approximately 6000
hectares of unique wetlands, swamps and lakes with
associated wet heaths, sedgelands, sand banksias and
flooded gum. It has a rich flora of over 850 species of
native plants, including a number of locally endemic,
restricted, and often rare wetland communities.
Over the past few years’, SWCC has partnered with
landholders and a local community groups to reduce the
impacts of feral animals on the wetland, namely foxes,
rabbits and pigs. As part of this project, trials have also
been undertaken for the use of a rabbit bait station
method for rabbit control that aims to prevent the baits
being consumed by the threatened Muir’s Corella found
in the area.
SWCC has also provided funding to landholders to
undertake weed control of invasive species including
Patterson’s curse and Cape tulip that have been found
on private properties adjacent to the lake. The response
of landholders has been positive with excellent results
achieved in a short time.
Toolibin Lake
Toolibin Lake is one of the largest remaining inland
freshwater lakes in south-western Australia and covers
some 300 ha. This lake is also a very special place
for Australia’s biodiversity. It is located in the central
agricultural zone, approximately 200 kilometres southeast of Perth.
Toolibin Lake is a Ramsar-listed Wetland of International
Importance and has extremely high conservation
significance. The lakebed contains extensive woodlands
of Casuarina obesa and Melaleuca strobophylla, a
Threatened Ecological Community (TEC), that is a
community that exists here, and nowhere else in
the world.

13

OVERVIEW >

Biodiversity

SWCC is working in partnership with the Department of
Environment, Wickepin Shire Council, local landholders and
the Facey Group to reduce the impact of invasive species on
the lake. These invasive species include both plants (Weeds
of National Significance) and animals including:
> Rabbits
> Foxes
> Bridal creeper.
No site can ever be effectively treated in isolation of
its surroundings, so SWCC is working closely with
landholders living adjacent to the wetlands on joint
baiting and weed control initiatives.
2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To address the threats posed by invasive plant and animal species to the
ecological character of Ramsar-listed wetlands, over the next two years.
Commitment 220 ha
Achievement 1515.8 ha

2011-2013 Caring for our Country target
To address identified key threats to the ecological character of priority
Ramsar listed wetlands.
Habitat restoration
Commitment 150 ha
Achievement 39 ha

Streambank protection
Commitment 3.6 km
Achievement 0 km

Pest animal control
Commitment 736 ha
Achievement 336 ha

Weed control
Commitment 384.5 ha
Achievement 67 ha

Engaging land managers to manage threats
Commitment 24 land managers
Achievement 5 land managers

14

Increasing quality of native vegetation
(WoNS)
The South West NRM Region is rich in biodiversity and
has a diverse array of native vegetation. This native
vegetation is engaged in an ongoing war with invasive
weeds. Of particular threat are the Weeds of National
Significance or WoNS. The weeds that are classified as
WoNS are particularly aggressive weeds that, given the
opportunity, will completely over-run native vegetation
and not give the native vegetation any chance of
recovery.
Two of the WoNS that SWCC is working to control in the
South West Region are blackberry and lantana.
Blackberry
In a WA first, the South West Catchments Council and
Leschenault Catchment Council are leading the multifaceted Blackberry Buffer Zone (BBZ) project, setting the
standard in control of this weed and demonstrating a
new way of strategically managing widespread and
established weeds.
Ultimately, the BBZ project has achieved beyond what
it was originally designed to do – to prevent the spread
of the American blackberry south of the buffer zone,
protecting the high value forest regions of the South
West and south coast of WA from this aggressive weed.
As a result biodiversity values of the Southwest Australia
Biodiversity Hotspot will be protected.
In achieving this goal over 450ha of blackberry
infestations have been treated across some 200
properties. The project team continues to vigilantly
survey the areas within and around the buffer zone,
particularly around the Collie, Preston and Ferguson
Rivers, for presence of R.laudatus with 99.25ha surveyed
over the past 12 months.
The project has also gone a step further than just
controlling the weed and includes over 49ha of
revegetation to bring these degraded areas back to
life and prevent further infestations. More information

about the buffer zone can be found on SWCC’s website
at www.swccnrm.org.au, also a digital case study has
been created and can be viewed on SWCC’s YouTube
channel, www.youtube.com/swccnrm.
Lantana
Lantana is one of Australia’s most serious weeds, and
although not commonly seen in the South West, several
large infestations have been found in Hamel within the
Shire of Waroona. It has been thought in the past that
the climate and sandy soils of WA limit the distribution
of lantana to areas of high rainfall or groundwater
abundance.
SWCC has been working in partnership with the Shire of
Waroona, Waroona Landcare Centre and Department of
Agriculture and Food to identify infestations and control
the lantana with the view to eradicating it completely
from the shire.
As part of this project, SWCC is also aiming to raise
community awareness of this serious weed and
encourage landholders to remove any ornamental
lantana plantings from private gardens.

2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To reduce the impact and spread of Weeds of National Significance
over the next two years. Priority will be given to collaborative activities
that address outliers, containment lines, and strategic management of
core infestations where appropriate.
Commitment 178 ha
Achievement 482.38 ha

2011-2013 Caring for our Country target
To reduce or manage the impact of Weeds of National Significance to
maintain or improve biodiversity where the impact occurs in priority
areas identified in nationally-agreed strategic plans for each Weed of
National Significance on public and private land.
Commitment 75 ha
Achievement 36.42 ha

Threatened Ecological Communities (TEC’s)
A diversity of Threatened Ecological Communities are
located within the South West NRM Region.
An ecological community is a naturally occurring group
of plants and/or animals (or other living things such as
microbes) that occur in a particular type of habitat.
TEC’s are recognised under State and Federal legislation
as being at threat of being destroyed or highly modified
across much of where it is located.
Within the South West NRM Region, we have ecological
communities that are at extreme threat of extinction
due to a number of activities. The Federally-listed TEC’s
within the SWCC region are listed below:
> Aquatic root mat communities of the Caves of the
Leeuwin Naturaliste Ridge – Critically Endangered
> Perched wetlands of the Wheatbelt region with
extensive stands of living Swamp Sheoak and
Paperbark across the lake floor (Toolibin Lake) –
Critically Endangered
> Thrombolite (microbialite) Community of a Coastal
Brackish Lake (Lake Clifton) – Critically Endangered
> Sedgelands in Holocene dune swales of the southern
Swan Coastal Plain – Endangered
> Shrublands on southern Swan Coastal Plain
Ironstones (Busselton area) – Endangered
> Marri (Corymbia calophylla) – Grass Tree
(Xanthorrhoea preissii) woodlands and shrublands
(SCP 3c)
> Marri (Corymbia calophylla) – Kingia (Kingia australis)
woodlands on heavy soils (SCP 3a)
> Clay pans of the Swan Coastal Plain – Critically
Endangered
SWCC recognises the significant values of each of these
communities and where possible works in partnership
with the Department of Environment and Conservation
(DEC), local governments, private landholders and
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community groups to help protect and conserve these
assets for years to come.
To further increase community awareness of these
special places, SWCC developed the ‘Glimpses into
disappearing landscapes’ booklet which outlines the
TEC’s of the South West Region and features stunning
photography of these environmental gems by local
photographer, Tim Swallow. An electronic copy of the
booklet is available for download from SWCC’s website
www.swccnrm.org.au/work/biodiversity/glimpsesinto-disappearing-landscapes. Hard copies are also
available upon request.
Threatened species
The South West NRM Region is home to over 30
critically endangered orchid species which are endemic
to the region, often found within the TEC’s. Of particular
concern are two species found in the Geographe
catchment, the Bussell’s spider orchid and the
Dunsborough spider orchid – both under a high degree
of threat due to the number of threats and small number
of known populations.

Bussell’s spider orchid is aptly named after Greg Bussell
who rediscovered the species in Yallingup in 1990. Pale
yellow in colour, Bussell’s orchid is found in winter-wet
areas of sandy loam over clay soils, beneath a canopy
of jarrah and marri, sometimes in association with its
equally threatened cousin, the Dunsborough spider
orchid which occurs more commonly in more freedraining soils in marri and peppermint woodlands or
coastal heath.
SWCC has been working in partnership with the
Department of Environment and Conservation to
protect a significant population of both orchid species
from rabbit grazing. A 49 ha of marri woodland habitat
was rabbit-proofed through the installation of rabbitproof fencing, followed by 1080 baiting to reduce the
level of threat from rabbit grazing pressures.
2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To increase by at least 400 000 hectares, over the next two years, the
area of native habitat and vegetation that is managed to reduce critical
threats to biodiversity and enhance the condition, connectivity and
resilience of habitats and landscapes in priority regions.
Commitment 200 ha
Achievement 292.15 ha

2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To suppress rabbit populations over the next three years to densities
that are low enough to allow regeneration and recovery of critically
endangered and endangered species and communities in identified
priority areas.
Commitment 100 ha
Achievement 1418 ha

2011-2013 Caring for our Country target
To increase by at least 400 000 hectares, over the next two years, the
area of native habitat and vegetation that is managed to reduce critical
threats to biodiversity and enhance the condition, connectivity and
resilience of habitats and landscapes in priority regions.
Commitment 205 ha

Thysanotus sp. Fringed Lillies SWCC

16

Achievement 107.95 ha

Volunteer from Conservation Volunteers at a planting day at the Hohnens property at the Vasse Wonnerup estuary SWCC

Investing in the community of the South West
In addition to SWCC’s on-ground work, a significant effort
is made to increase the skills and knowledge of natural
resource management within the local community. This
encourages local action by the local community, giving them
the tools they need to look after their local environment.
Specifically, local volunteers were utilised on a partnership
project between SWCC and Greening Australia to create
linkages near occurrences of Threatened Ecological
Communities in the Peel-Harvey Sub-Region. Further
south, for the Lower Blackwood project, Conservation
Volunteers Australia and local volunteers joined forces to
plant over 20,000 seedlings on private properties.
Where possible, SWCC also provide opportunities
for visitors and tourists to get involved in on-ground
environmental activities.

2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To ensure all regional natural resource management organisations
assist local communities, including Indigenous, Landcare and Coastcare
groups over the next two years to access knowledge and skills in
managing natural resources.
Commitment Three free community workshops
Achievement Nine free community workshops

2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To increase the opportunities for short-term members or visitors
to contribute to and partake in the protection and management of
natural resources.
Commitment 65 Volunteers
Achievement 218 Volunteers
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10 years of protecting the biodiversity
of the South West Region

Throughout the decade our region has benefitted from a diverse suite
of projects to enhance and protect our biodiversity assets. Guided by
twenty strategic directions in the “Regional Strategy for Natural Resource
Management” 2004 the regions biodiversity assets have received on-ground
support. This sample of highlights provides an insight across the range of
activities undertaken.
Planning

Remnant protection

The development of strategic plans with a Biodiversity
focus, such as the Biodiversity Sub-Strategy, the
Biodiversity Situation Statement, the Biodiversity of
the South West Catchments Council Inland NRM Zone
and the South west Regional Ecological Linkages have
provided a foundation for investment planning. These
complement sub catchment plans and Commonwealth
recovery action plans providing inventories of species,
their status and benchmark condition information from
which prioritisation and development of program plans
have been based.

From the outset it was recognised that protection of
high conservation value remnant bushland was a priority
outcome. To that end SWCC has maintained a continuous
effort to undertake this type of protection resulting in
areas of native vegetation protection across the region
from Tarin Rocks to Busselton and the Swan Coastal Plain
to patches in the Jarrah forest and Dryandra Woodland.
Working in partnership with landowners, many of these
projects involved fencing, weed control and invasive pest
control. In the later years focus has turned to national
priorities hence additional works in priority areas to add
to the resilience of Threatened Ecological Communities
(TEC) such as the Marri-Xanthorrhoea, Marri-Kingia and
the Southern Ironstone communities. Mindful that the
resilience of such types depends on both knowledge and
education SWCC has endeavoured to assist scientific
research, gather relevant data and provide information
to the community through relevant publications.

Species conservation

Shrublands on Southern Swan Coastal Plain Ironstones Tim Swallow
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Activities to support endangered species have been
a consistent investment option. Captive bred reintroductions of the bilby and the boodie at Dryandra
have resulted in established populations, this contrasts
yet complements recent efforts to breed and release the
White-bellied and Orange-bellied Frogs in the Lower
Blackwood river area. In the Badgebup and Kwobrup
catchments, efforts were made to protect critical habitat
for Carnaby’s Cockatoos whilst near Lake Muir the
community monitoring of the endemic Muir Corella

Biodiversity

and the public education campaign has assisted its
persistence and resilience. In the southern coastal parts
of the region the plight of the Western Ringtail Possum
has been given prominence and local community groups
have been proactive in conservation efforts to support
habitat protection. Community action is an important
conservation ‘force’ and species such as the Margaret
River Marron has benefited from this support base,
with introduced species having been removed from the
waterways as a result.
A transition to community and ecosystem conservation
in recent years has seen a broader approach to
conservation by inclusion of species and their habitat.
On-ground works at inland Ramsar wetland sites such
as Lake Muir and Toolibin Lake has restored habitat,
monitored populations of Red-tailed Phascogales and
sought to create buffer zones around priority sites to
afford greater protection.

Invasive animal control
Threats from invasive animals such as rabbits, feral pigs,
foxes and feral deer seem to be prevalent in parts of
the region and require on-going treatment. SWCC has
always sought best management practices to gain an
upper hand. Invariably this has involved actions to partner
with community groups and land managers to undertake
pest management across the broader landscape where
possible. The SWCC support of groups such as the Lake
Muir-Denbarker Community Feral Pig Eradication Group
has gained decisive ground against this pest and hence
protection of this international wetland.

Invasive weed threats
In a similar vein as invasive animals, pest plants have
received attention in SWCC projects over this decade.
Hotspots for actions received treatment to control Arum
Lily, Watsonia and Annual grasses where these invasives
threated critically endangered communities or areas
of high conservation value. In recent years, activities
to control Weeds of National Significance (WoNS) has
taken prominence with activities to control Blackberry,

CSIRO rust fungus in action Blackberry working group

Lantana and Bridal Creeper in particular. One program
which has had continuous input since 2007 is called
the Blackberry Buffer Zone. A joint project with the
Lescheneault Catchment Council, community groups
and industry has seen the development of a blackberry
free zone stretching 100 kms by 6 kms across the Swan
Coastal Plain. This buffer zone will separate two species
of blackberry preventing hybridisation and enabling
control by prevention of spread of the American
blackberry to the south.

Landscape Approach
Indicative of change in NRM delivery the work that SWCC
is undertaking in the Lower Blackwood catchment is one
that has a more holistic approach. Funding has allowed
a stronger community input and a variety of works that
collectively seeks catchment wide improvements. For
example WoNS control is planned and activated from the
top of the catchment, priority streambank restoration
and re-vegetation will facilitate habitat conservation for
vulnerable species, River Action Planning will support
future decisions and the development of ‘fit for purpose’
water quality indicators will ensure that monitoring can
provide feedback that vindicates on-ground actions.
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Coastal Environments

SWCC’s Coastal Team is working with the South West community to reduce
threats and protect the integrity of our rivers, waterways, wetlands, coastal
and marine environments to maintain the natural values and functions of these
environmental ecosystems for present and future generations.
Coastal Wetlands
Vasse-Wonnerup Wetlands
The Vasse-Wonnerup Wetlands are Ramsar-listed
wetlands of international significance. Stretching some
14km, the Vasse-Wonnerup Wetlands provide a home
for some 20,000 migratory birds and is home to the
largest known breeding colony of Black Swan in Western
Australia (50–150 pairs).
Situated on Geographe Bay, this wetland system also
forms part of the extensive, shallow nutrient-enriched
system known as the Busselton Wetlands.

SWCC is working in partnership with the Department
of Environment and Conservation to address the threats
highlighted in the “Ecological Character Description
Vasse Wonnerup Wetlands Ramsar Site South-West
Western Australia” (WRM, 2007) through on-ground
and management actions.
To enhance and protect this significant environmental
asset, SWCC is working to control invasive pests and
weeds, rehabilitate vegetation and habitats and manage
the wetland and riparian areas through revegetation.

Ramsar listed Wetlands, Vasse-Wonnerup SWCC
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Ruth and Earl, members of the Binningup coast care and environment group with Chris Gibbs SWCC - brushing the foredune Carolyn Bloye

Peel-Yalgorup Wetlands
The Peel-Yalgorup Wetland system is a Ramsar-listed
wetland of international significance located some
80 km south of Perth. This wetland system consists of
several lake systems and the shallow estuarine waters
and wetlands of the Peel Inlet and Harvey Wetlands.
Covering approximately, 26,000 ha, this wetland system
provides significant habitat for a vast array of migratory
waterbirds.
Of particular focus for SWCC within the Peel-Yalgorup
system has been the Austin Bay Nature Reserve, located
on the eastern foreshore of the Peel Inlet. This reserve
has been recognised for its high biodiversity values,
supporting a variety of bird species, and two threatened
ecological wetland communities. Two Declared Rare
Flora species Drakaea elastic and Synaphea stenloba
are also found within the Austin Bay Reserve.
The spread of invasive species (particularly weeds such as
watsonia) is one of the main threats to this area, and one
which SWCC is working to control.

2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To address the threats posed by invasive plant and animal species to the
ecological character of Ramsar-listed wetlands, over the next two years.
Commitment 100 ha
Achievement 947.4 ha

Increasing native vegetation near
the Capel River
Riparian vegetation along the Capel River is at threat from
the invasive blackberry – a Weed of National Significance.
SWCC is working closely with the Shire of Capel to
partner with local landholders in controlling this noxious
weed with the aim of assisting in restoring the ecological
function of the riparian vegetation.
2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To reduce the impact and spread of Weeds of National Significance
over the next two years. Priority will be given to collaborative activities
that address outliers, containment lines, and strategic management of
core infestations where appropriate.
Commitment 20 ha
Achievement 46 ha
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Coastal Hotspots
Of the 13 designated coastal hotspots throughout the
country, the South West NRM Region is home to two
priority coastal hotspots; The Peel Coastal Hotspot and
the Geographe Coastal Hotspot.
The South West coastal hotspots are aquatic ecosystems of
high ecological, social, cultural and recreational values and
are both under significant pressures from urban growth.
These coastal hotspots are suffering from declining water
quality which SWCC is working to address by working

with landholders to fence off waterways, install offstream watering points and stock crossings; revegetating
waterways and undertaking drainage modifications.
Providing technical advice, educating and upskilling
farmers and land managers within the vicinity of these
coastal hotspots is also a priority, particularly with regard
to reducing fertiliser use (which is also important with
regard to urban residents). SWCC has conducted many
farm visits and workshops focused on property planning
and nutrient management.
SWCC also made a significant contribution to Western
Dairy for the development of a ‘fertiliser decision aid
tool’ and an educational DVD to assist farmers and land
managers to make well- informed fertiliser management
decisions on their farms. Further support has also been
provided with SWCC hosting Western Dairy’s Dairy
Industry Development Specialist, Rob La Grange in the
Bunbury SWCC Office.

2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To address the threats affecting the environmental values of coastal
hotspots over the next two years, such as declining or poor water
quality, disturbance of acid sulfate soils or ecosystem disturbance
leading to habitat loss and biodiversity decline.
Commitment 83 ha
Achievement 152.2 ha

2011-2013 Caring for our Country target
To address the threats contributing to poor or declining water
quality of priority coastal hotspots through implementing on-ground
management actions identified in Water Quality Improvement Plans.
Commitment 5 management actions
Achievement 5 management actions

To increase by 15,000 the number of farmers and fishers improving
their knowledge and skills in natural resource management.
Coastal Hotspot farmers with improved knowledge & skills in NRM
(water quality)
Commitment 75 farmers

Captain Coast and Dune Dude at Parkfield Primary School SWCC
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Achievement 61 farmers

Investing in the coastal community of the
South West

and giving the local community the required skills and
knowledge to look after their local patch.

As the weather warms up in the South West, our
beaches become inundated with visitors enjoying
swimming, surfing, fishing or just the stunning coastal
views. Recreationally our beaches often form the hub
for many people’s summer activities however our coast
is also environmentally important. The beach provides
habitat for native fauna with the dune vegetation having
a stabilising effect and providing a buffer from storms
and tidal events.

The facilitators assist community groups in carrying out
on-ground projects by providing technical knowledge,
assisting with planning, coordination and sourcing funds.
They also assist groups in recruiting and retaining volunteers
and help to promote the groups and their projects.

With the ever increasing coastal development and
visitor pressure combined with people taking short cuts
through the sand dunes and driving vehicles on beaches,
our coastline is suffering and needs help.
SWCC’s Coastal Environments Program not only treats
the symptoms of coastal degradation but also works to
help prevent the damage happening again – through
community awareness.
SWCC has two Coastal Facilitators (north and south)
who have been working closely with coastal community
groups, schools, local governments and agencies to
help protect and restore coastal sites. A large part of
these roles revolve around increasing capacity building

Workshops, seminars, field visits and demonstration
sites are also regularly held to raise knowledge, skills and
awareness of these issues.

2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To ensure all regional natural resource management organisations
assist local communities, including Indigenous, Landcare and Coastcare
groups over the next two years to access knowledge and skills in
managing natural resources.
Commitment 14 free workshops
Achievement 51 free workshops

2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To engage at least 500 community organisations in coastal rehabilitation,
restoration and conservation projects over the next two years.
Commitment 20 community organisations supported
Achievement 40 community organisations supported

2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To increase the opportunities for short-term members or visitors
to contribute to and partake in the protection and management of
natural resources.
Commitment 60 volunteers
Achievement 458 volunteers

2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To increase the recruitment and retention of volunteers in community
groups involved in managing natural resources, over the next two
years, in particular youth.
Commitment 80 volunteers
Achievement 598 volunteers

2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To increase by 42,000 farmers in identified priority regions that have
improved their management to reduce the risk of soil acidification and
soil loss through wind erosion, water erosion and improve carbon content
of soils, or have adopted other improved soil management methods.

2011-2013 Caring for our Country target

Commitment 45 farmers

Commitment 29 community organisations
Achievement 192 farmers

To engage at least 500 community organisations in coastal and marine
rehabilitation, restoration and conservation actions.

Achievement 34 community organisations
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10 years of caring for our water quality,
coastal & marine environments

Dunsborough Foreshore SWCC

Water program
SWCC in the early years under the Australian
Government’s National Action Plan (NAP) and National
Heritage Trust (NHT) investment had a focus towards
gathering baseline data in order to be able to monitor and
assess resource condition targets over time. From 2005 to
2009, SWCC invested in water quality monitoring across
catchments and estuaries: Peel, Leschenault Geographe
and Scott. This involved sampling for nutrients, turbidity,
and physical measurements such as salinity. Monitoring
was guided by concise sampling and analysis plans that
aimed at achieving uniformity of sampling and analytical
chemistry protocols across the South West. The data
has been used to assess status and conditions of
waterways and estuaries, measure change in condition
over time, calibrate and validate decision support models
relating land use to nutrient and sediment export and
set resource condition targets. This work has been
fundamental in the development and writing of five
Water Quality Improvement Plans (WQIP) for the Peel,
Leschenault estuary, Vasse-Geographe Bay and Hardy

24

inlet- Scott River stage 1 WQIP. Those documents are
now driving investment decisions and implementations
of best management practices in those catchments, and
have heavily influenced the focus of some of SWCC’s
current projects, including:
> Improving fertiliser management practices through
whole farm soil mapping on farms, improvement
of effluent management practices from dairy
sheds and feedlots, river foreshore and drains
rehabilitation, implementing riparian management
and stock control around to reduce nutrient entering
waterways, and;
> educational and awareness raising programs in
urban setting to mitigate nutrient runoff derived
from urban gardens etc.
Under the Healthy Waterways program under NAP and
NHT funding, SWCC funded sixteen river action plans
across the South West which have helped guide and
prioritise river restoration activities (installing of stockproof fences, revegetation of river foreshores, installation

Coastal Environments

of cattle crossings etc.) that have taken place over the
last ten years in partnership with a range of stakeholders,
sub regions and community members. These river
action plans have resulted in over 20 waterways in the
South West being actively managed for restoration with
a range of stakeholders undertaking several on-ground
projects resulting in the improvement of waterway
health through the reinstatement of riparian vegetation
along the foreshore.
SWCC also funded research studies to understand the
hydrology, water balance of seven targeted waterways
(the Brunswick, Margaret, Capel and Chapman Rivers
and the Wilyabrup, Cowaramup and Lefroy Brooks),
as an aid to develop Environmental Water Provision
as well as Ecological Water requirements as part of
surface water management and allocation plans. Those
documents now help inform the Department of Water

in regards to water allocations and economic values of
water and its consumptive use in different allocation
scenario presented in the triple bottom line assessment
of water.
SWCC also committed to work aimed at gaining a better
understanding of South West wetlands. To achieve this,
a range of wetlands management plans and Ramsar
wetlands ecological character descriptions (VasseWonnerup and Peel Yalgorup system) were developed.
Wetland mapping, classification and evaluation were
carried out for over 1,300 wetlands across 150,000
ha in the Leeuwin Ridge and Donnybrook areas with
an additional 33 representative wetlands between
Mandurah and Augusta. These management plans and
character descriptions now help inform management
practices, identify restoration and rehabilitation works as
well as gaps in knowledge and research needs.

Marlston Hill coast care group, brushing SWCC
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Sustainable Agriculture

SWCC’s Sustainable Agriculture Team is working to increase the skills
and knowledge of land managers in natural resource management and
supporting the adoption of sustainable farming practices to encourage a
productive and resilient farming industry.
Reducing wind erosion to support more
productive agricultural land
The Sustainable Agriculture Program for 2009-2011 was
primarily aimed at improving groundcover in various
ways to protect soils from wind erosion.
As the broadacre agriculture region is largely made up of
privately owned land, it is a priority for SWCC to work
closely with farmers and land managers to increase their
understanding of practices that reduce the effects of
wind erosion.
Activities undertaken to achieve this include:
> Field days and workshops
> On-farm technical advice
> Establishment of resilient soil trial sites.
> Grant payments to assist to adoption of on-ground
actions to reduce wind erosion

SWCC has also supported and partnered with local
landcare, NRM and farmer groups to strengthen skills
and knowledge within the agricultural community.
This support is provided in various ways, from funding
capacity-building events, such as small landholder
workshops related to pasture management and
rotational grazing field days, to the development of
extension materials and tools, such as the web-based
catalogue of trials and projects within the Southern DIRT
Grower region that is currently being developed.

Sustainable Agricultural On-ground
Grants Program
To build on the increased knowledge and skills SWCC has
provided to farmers and land managers, grants of up to
$20,000 have been made available to farmers to undertake
on-ground actions aimed at increasing groundcover and
reducing the risk of soil loss through wind erosion.
Funding has been provided for management actions
such as establishing perennial and salt land pastures and
revegetation in windbreak and block configurations.
With 2010 and 2011 being some of the driest year’s
landholders have seen in some time, ground cover was
sparse and farmers were looking for ways to prevent
the loss of precious topsoil to wind erosion. The use
of perennial and salt land pasture species such as
puccinellia, tall wheat grass, kikuyu, tall fescue, lucerne
and saltbush provided an opportunity to defer stock
from annual pastures during the late autumn months
when overgrazing and wind erosion proved to be a
significant problem.

Graham, Cris and Danni with soil sample SWCC
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In total, the Sustainable Agriculture On-Ground Grants
Program has supported projects on 39 properties within
the broadacre agriculture region.

Oil Mallee Planting Program
During the 2009-2011 investment period SWCC also
partnered with the Upper Great Southern Oil Mallee
Grower’s Group in a project to assist farmers to plant oil
mallee seedlings on their properties.
This program has been highly successful, with over 215,000
seedlings planted over 16 properties in 2010 and 2011.
SWCC developed two Oil Mallee Growers Stories case
studies to share these experiences throughout the
region and one of these has also been developed into
a video case study. These case studies are available for
download from the Oil Mallee Planting Program page on
the SWCC website and on SWCC’s You Tube channel,
www.youtube.com/swccnrm .
2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To increase by 42,000 land managers and farmers over four years who
have demonstrated an improvement in knowledge and skills in natural
resource management.
Commitment 210 farmers
Achievement 288 farmers

2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To ensure all regional natural resource management organisations
assist local communities, including Indigenous, Landcare and Coastcare
groups over the next two years to access knowledge and skills in
managing natural resources
Commitment 210 farmers
Achievement 288 farmers
Commitment 10 landcare groups
Achievement 12 landcare groups

2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To increase by 42,000 farmers in identified priority regions that have
improved their management to reduce the risk of soil acidification and
soil loss through wind erosion, water erosion and improve carbon content
of soils, or have adopted other improved soil management methods.
Commitment 20 on-ground projects
Achievement 39 on-ground projects

Deb Archdeacon holding up the oat plant from the compost trial Felicity
Willett, Blackwood Basin Group
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Sustainable Agriculture

2011-2013 investment
Maximising on-farm biodiversity and soil health are key themes of SWCC’s new round of projects
funded through the Australian Government’s Caring for our Country. The new Sustainable Soils
project aims to build on the success of our previous projects in reducing the effects of wind erosion,
but go a step further and consider additional impacts on soil health such as acidification and loss
of soil carbon.
Sustainable Soils

Sustainable Landscapes

Healthy, productive soils are the life blood of any farming
system. However, as farmers we are constantly battling
against things like erosion, acidification and loss of soil carbon,
which degrade our soils and our profits if left untreated.

Landscapes within the broadacre agricultural region
of Western Australia have changed substantially since
European settlement in the mid-1800’s and yet the
biodiversity within the region, although diminishing, is
very high by global standards. Feral animals and invasive
weed species together with clearing of native vegetation
in a fragmented landscape continue to threaten our
native flora and fauna.

The Sustainable Soils program aims to provide an avenue
for farmers to trial or demonstrate new or better ways to
manage their soils. SWCC currently has 17 projects across
the broadacre agricultural region, covering a wide range of
soil management practices including; perennial pastures,
surface water management, summer sowing, crop
grazing, variable rate liming, non-wetting soils, compost
trials, elite saltbush clones, and saltland reclamation.

The Sustainable Landscapes Project provides funding
opportunities for farmers living within the broadacre
agricultural region to protect and enhance on-farm
biodiversity.

2011-2013 Caring for our Country target

2011-2013 Caring for our Country target

To increase by 10,000 the number of farmers adopting management
practices to improve soil health by reducing the risk of soil acidification,
soil loss through wind and water erosion and/or increasing the carbon
content of soils.

To increase by 3,700 the number of farmers adopting activities that
contributes to the ongoing conservation and protection of biodiversity.

Commitment 14 farmers

Commitment 43 farmers
Achievement 9 farmers

Achievement 5 farmers

Land where improved management practices demonstrated

Land with activities contributing to the ongoing conservation
and protection of biodiversity.
Commitment 1300 ha

Commitment 210 ha
Achievement 813.6 ha
Achievement 192 ha

To increase by 15,000 the number of farmers and fishers improving
their knowledge and skills in natural resource management.
Farmers with improved knowledge and skills in soil health

Farmers with improved knowledge in biodiversity protection
and conservation
Commitment 83 farmers

Commitment 74 farmers
Achievement 63 farmers
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To increase by 15,000 the number of farmers and fishers improving
their knowledge and skills in natural resource management.

Achievement 20 farmers

Building the Toolibin, Dongolocking, Tarin
Rock Eco-Bridge
To slow the inevitable decline of biodiversity values across
our rural landscape, SWCC has embarked upon the
“Building the Toolibin, Dongolocking, Tarin Rock Ecobridge” project. This corridors project aims to build an
‘Eco-bridge’ connecting the Ramsar-listed Toolibin Lake
and Tarin Rock reserve. These important areas provide
habitat for the EPBC –listed Carnaby’s Cockatoo, Redtailed Phascogale and Banksia oligantha and also seven
species of State-list declared rare and priority fauna.
This project involves working closely with the
Dumbleyung community to identify natural assets,

2011-2013 Caring for our Country target
To increase by at least 400,000 hectares by June 2013 the area of
native habitat and vegetation that is managed to reduce critical threats
to biodiversity and enhance the condition, connectivity and resilience of
habitats and landscapes.
Commitment 200 ha
Achievement 360 ha

To increase by 3,700 the number of farmers adopting activities that
contributes to the ongoing conservation and protection of biodiversity
by June 2013.
Commitment 32 farmers
Achievement 5 farmers

Land with activities contributing to the ongoing conservation
and protection of biodiversity.
Commitment 400 ha
Achievement 311.5 ha

To resource at least 20 projects which directly involve Indigenous
organisations or groups to achieve Caring for our Country outcomes.
Commitment 1 project
Achievement 1 project

develop agreed management plans and undertake onground works to protect those assets.
To date a comprehensive Red-tailed Phascogale
monitoring program has been conducted across 14
priority remnant native vegetation patches across the
Eco-Bridge area. Local landholders and their families
have been delighted at having found phascogales on
their properties.

Alana Shedley hard at work soil sampling SWCC

A cultural mapping program ‘Restoring Cultural Linkages
to Country’ is also underway as part of the project. This
involves researching heritage records and consulting with
representatives of the local Aboriginal communities to
identify significant cultural sites on public reserves across
the region. Once identified, these sites will benefit from
a range of on-ground works including fencing, invasive
species control and revegetation – all of which will be
undertaken in close consultation with Traditional Owners.
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10 years of sustainable farming in the
South West Region

Integrating Perennials for Improved
Agricultural Sustainability
The ‘Integrating Perennials for Improved Agricultural
Sustainability’ Project delivered in partnership with
Trees South West Private Forestry Committee provided
an extension service to landholders through a Regional
Farm Forestry Development Officer.
The aim of the project was to provide landholders
with necessary information, contacts and services
for them to assess whether farm forestry can help
them to achieve their goals and how they might go
about implementing and managing a farm forestry
component to their business.
The Regional Farm Forestry Development Officer
was there to provide support on implementation,
economic analysis, tree management, harvesting
and marketing. Key objectives of the project were to
increase landholder confidence and understanding of
farm forestry, provide commercial species to encourage
best practice tree management, raise awareness in the
general community of farm forestry and complement
existing farm plans or landcare revegetation projects.

Key achievements:
> The project handled 200 enquiries from farmers and 50
site visits about tree growing and management options
> Farmers were assisted to harvest 50ha of trees
> 142ha of trees were planted in 2007, 162ha in 2008
and 30ha in 2009 plus an additional works program
of 66ha of trees.
> 8 farmer mentors where trained to advise other
farmers and land managers on the benefits of tree
growing options.
> A study and report was produced outlining the
barriers and benefits of farm forestry.
Supporting the adoption of better land and water
management practices by small landholders across the
South West Region.
The focus of the very successful ‘Small Landholders’
project was to engage small landholders through
workshops, field days and information products
with the intent of encouraging them to adopt land
management practices that have positive environmental
and agricultural outcomes. Key focus areas included
biosecurity, livestock and pasture management and soil
health and water management.
This project included the delivery of 39 introductory
and topic specific events with the participation of
more than 1000 landholders managing 700 properties.
In addition, 16 property planning workshops were
delivered with 246 participants and 169 property plans
being developed.
Feedback analysis showed that participants had
changed their management or adopted new techniques
such as weed control, habitat restoration, revegetation
and biodiversity improvements as a result of their
attendance at workshops.

Toolibin Lake Tim Swallow
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Other achievements that came out of this project included
development of “Noteworthy Series” information
products on basic land management practices written
in partnership with the Kondinin Group and three new
“Small Landholder Series” farmnotes.

Sustainable Agriculture

Securing the resource – regional oil malllee
planting to support integrated wood processing
The establishment of an oil mallee industry has been the
aim of many farmers who see it as a practical and adaptive
means to contain the impacts of rising groundwater
levels, dryland salinity and soil erosion, while supporting
other economic and social benefits such as exciting new
industry and regional development prospects in the
renewable biofuels and bioenergy sector.
SWCC provided support to developing an oil mallee
industry over multiple investment periods. This included
trials at the Integrated Wood Processing Plant in Narrogin
and working through the Upper Great Southern Oil
Mallee Growers Association to establish over 2.14
million seedlings in resulting in a planting ‘footprint’ of
over 945 ha in the medium to low rainfall area.

Living with salinity
Over the 2006-08 investment plan, SWCC worked
with DAFWA to build on the successful Sustainable
Grazing on Saline Lands program by undertaking similar
work in the South West Region. The project aimed to
establish farmer driven research sites investigating
saltland adaptation techniques. This included a study
examining options for saltland species, identified their
potential in different geographic regions of SWCC and
recommended future actions for increasing the adoption
of saltland pastures. With IP2 funding, a total of seven
trial sites were set up. These sites were managed by local
landholders and used to demonstrate the potential of
saltland pastures in a farming system.

handling, transportation and farm management were
developed. A new marketing plan was also developed
and trialled in the Perth market which promoted a
rise in farmgate prices. Six new trout producers in the
area also benefited from assistance with equipment,
technical expertise and an improved supply chain that
has increased the viability of the industry.

Water Management in Agricultural Landscapes
This project delivered by the Department of Agriculture
and Food was aimed at assisting the adoption of
improved surface water management and more efficient
irrigation practices. Ten farm water management plans
and two catchment water plans completed for sites
in the broadacre agricultural area by an accredited
surface water management consultant. Five irrigation
demonstration sites were also established in key
locations covering key industries – dairy in Busselton
and Boyanup, apples in Donneybrook, avacados in
Pemberton and citrus in Harvey. Each site was designed
to raise farmer understanding of improving water use
efficiency and more effective fertiliser use.

Greener Pastures
Funding from SWCC provided support to the very
successful Greener Pastures Program delivered by DAFWA.
The program involved testing a variety of management
tools for dairy farmer to manage nitrogen more effectively
and to reduce the loss of nitrogen from the farm,
particularly the leaching of nitrate from urine patches.

Inland Saline Aquaculture
Support for the development of a new industry base on
the use of saline water was provided over SWCC’s IP1
and IP2 projects. The Blackwood Basin Group worked
with the Saltwater Trout Alliance to complete a study
of inland saline aquaculture in the SWCC region that
identified barriers to industry growth. An industry
development plan and standard operating procedures
based around questions and answers on issues such as

Oil Malee planting SWCC
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OVERVIEW >

Community Engagement

SWCC’s Community Engagement Team is committed to genuine, transparent
and ongoing stakeholder engagement to increase community capacity and
access to skills and knowledge, in order to manage our natural resources
sustainably and protect the natural environment.
Groundworks South West Devolved Grants
The Groundworks South West Caring for our Country Land
Management Tender is a devolved grants scheme designed
to provide on-ground support to community groups and
engage volunteers in the South West NRM Region.
It is an integral part of the Community Engagement
Program at SWCC, as funding for on-ground works has
been identified by local NRM/Landcare groups as one of
their most important requirements.
During the Caring for our Country 2009-2011
investment, Groundworks South West has supported
a range of on-ground focussed projects that will result
in biodiversity protection, coastal management and
sustainable agriculture outcomes.
The program has been very successful, with a huge range
of projects being undertaken across the region. The works
range from water quality improvement measures in the
Geographe and Peel-Harvey Coastal Hotspots, to extensive
weed and pest animal control, revegetation for coastal
rehabilitation, wind erosion reduction measures and more.
In addition to the on-ground outcomes, these projects have
provided additional support and capacity to 31 community
groups including local Landcare Groups, LCDC’s,
Community-based Catchment Group, preservations
societies, production groups, Aboriginal organisations and
many other grassroots community groups.
Several case studies highlighting the exceptional outcomes
achieved by these community-driven projects have been
developed and are available for download from the SWCC
website, www.swccnrm.org.au/work/case-studies
The Groundworks South West Devolved Grants
program is continuing for the 2011-2013 Caring for
our Country investment, however the structure of the
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2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To ensure all regional natural resource management organisations
provide support for community groups to undertake local projects over
the next two years.
Commitment 30 community groups supported
Achievement 33 community groups supported

2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To increase the recruitment and retention of volunteers in community
groups involved in managing natural resources over the next two years,
in particular youth.
Commitment 320 volunteers
Achievement 2432 volunteers

revised program combines the community contribution
in on-ground works into SWCC’s existing programs. The
Community Engagement Program contributes towards
achieving multiple Caring for our Country targets across
the entirety of SWCC’s investment program.
This new approach is more reflective of the collaborative
nature of SWCC’s projects whereby SWCC may
undertake a certain part of the on-ground work and
community groups, funded through Groundworks,
may undertake another part. The combined efforts of
both contribute towards a regional achievement of the
relevant Caring for our Country target.

Aboriginal partnerships
Working in NRM, our core business is intrinsically
linked with caring for Country ethos, as guided and
undertaken by the Traditional Owners of this land, the
Nyungar people. SWCC is committed to building and
strengthening on-going and meaningful partnerships

with local Nyungar groups and working together to
protect cultural heritage and environmental assets.
To facilitate this, SWCC employs a full-time Aboriginal
NRM Facilitator, Zac Webb as part of the Community
Engagement Team.
Zac has developed strong partnerships with three local
Nyungar groups; the Woolkabunning Kiaka Association
(who manage Roelands Mission), the Bunbury Aboriginal
Women’s Association and the Bibulmen Mia Aboriginal
Corporation. Working with these groups has facilitated
the capture and recording of important traditional
knowledge relating to the Preston River Catchment and
the Vasse-Wonnerup Wetands and has resulted in fantastic
community driven on-ground work to improve the areas.

2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To develop at least 20 Indigenous partnerships over two years that
engage Indigenous communities in delivering Caring for our Country.
Commitment 3 Indigenous partnerships
Achievement 3 Indigenous partnerships

2009-2011 Caring for our Country target
To involve at least 15 projects in the use or recording of Indigenous
traditional knowledge from Indigenous communities over two years.
Commitment 2 projects
Achievement 2 projects

Cultural mapping

2011-2013 Caring for our Country target

As part of SWCC’s commitment to working with
Traditional Owners in caring for Country in the South
West NRM Region, it is important to find out the
natural areas that are of particular cultural significance
to local Aboriginal people. This allows them to make
recommendations for appropriate management and
assists SWCC in prioritising our future on-ground works.

To resource at least 20 projects which directly involve Indigenous
organisations or groups to achieve Caring for our Country outcomes.

To facilitate this, SWCC commissioned the Dowark
Foundation [a foundation vested in the National Trust of
WA, established and managed by the Traditional Owners
of the South West, to undertake work on Country] to assist
with the consultation and cultural mapping process for the
two target areas; Vasse-Wonnerup and the Preston.
Dowark worked with Applied Archaeology to investigate
the Archaeological and Anthropological values of the
target areas.
Through this partnership group between SWCC, Nyungar
Groups and the Dowark Foundation, the important
historical, spiritual, wild resource use and archaeological
elements of the river and the broader surrounding landscape
were identified. This formed part of an in-depth Cultural
Landscape Assessment and associated report to SWCC,
which details information about the important and integral
links between Nyungar culture and the natural environment
for the target areas, with recommendations from the
Nyungar partners as to future management of both.

Commitment 2 projects
Achievement 1 projects

Investing in the community of the South West
As the title of this program area suggests, SWCC’s
Community Engagement Program is all about the
people of the South West.
SWCC’s Community Engagement Team is dedicated to
providing opportunities for the South West community
to improved access to knowledge and skills about NRM,
as well as to facilitate strong and active public awareness
about local and regional environmental issues. It is only
by developing this legacy that we can ensure that our
diverse and beautiful South West Region is protected for
future generations.
In addition to coordinating the Groundworks program
and Aboriginal partnerships projects, SWCC’s
Community Engagement Team spends much of their
time developing and supporting a range of engagement
events throughout the region. The team also provides
valuable support to other SWCC staff in ensuring
their respective projects provide ample opportunity for
community members to get involved.
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10 years of working with the South
West community to care for our local
environment

The South West Celebration

Restoring Connections

In 2011 the Community Engagement Team launched
the first South West Celebration event which gathered
together the South West NRM community to celebrate
their successes, network and build valuable relationships.
The event was met with positivity and enthusiasm which
led to SWCC endorsing it as an annual initiative with the
next event planned for November 2012.

Restoring Connections was a highly innovative
community-driven project jointly written by Keith Bradby
(Gondwana Link), Paula Deegan (South Coast NRM)
and Bill Bennell (South West Catchments Council)
in 2008. The project involved Nyungar communities
across the South Coast and South West regions as a
cross-regional program designed to bring the respective
Nyungar communities together in identifying, protecting
and restoring culturally significant places at risk of
degradation. This collaborative approach has enabled
on-ground restoration and preservation works at sites of
cultural and natural significance.

SWCC believes that holding such an event annually is
an investment for our community as it provides a social
and technical platform where opportunities can arise
for the sharing of new ideas and nurturing of new and
existing partnerships. The intention of the South West
Celebration is to connect people who are working to
protect and enhance the South West environment which
will lead to greater cohesion and subsequent increases
in capacity to deliver environmental initiatives across the
South West.

Community Groundworks Project

Restoring Connections has engaged and supported the
Nyungar communities of the South Coast and South
West regions in natural resource management and
heritage projects, and provided technical expertise as
required. The project has assisted community groups
to identify and access additional sources of funding to
scope and develop successful enterprises.

The Community Engagement team have continued to
deliver the Community Groundworks Program for three
years’ running. This project is focussed on supporting
grassroots environmental and NRM groups and local
landholders with funding for on-ground projects.

The Restoring Connections program has continued to
engage Aboriginal communities across the South Coast
and South West regions by linking Elders to youth, and
by recognising traditional connection to the country and
knowledge of NRM.

Over the last three years the Community Groundworks
Program has supported 338 individuals, 40 environmental
groups and engaged over 2000 volunteers to deliver a
range of projects that will result in biodiversity protection,
coastal and wetland management, sustainable farming
practices and water quality improvement across the
South West.

Over 2008/09, the program has developed and delivered
15 activities as identified by Aboriginal communities, and
has assisted a total of 42 community projects. Projects
have included:

In addition to on-ground works, the Community
Groundworks Program is committed to building capacity
within our local communities by facilitating knowledge
sharing and providing access to technical information.
On the whole, the Groundworks Project and the
Community Engagement team are all about helping the
community to help the environment.
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> Bow Bridge: Walpole
> Waitch Noller Project: Fitzgerald River National Park
> Tree Farm Nursery and Bush Products Enterprise :
Gnowangerup
> Korchicup Mens’ Site: Young Siding
> Lake Pleasant View: Many Peaks
> Grave Sites Project: Ravensthorpe
> Cultural Mapping Project: Recherché Archipelago
> Greening Australia Cultural Training: Quaranup

Community Engagement

> Indigenous NRM Work Crews
> Manjimup Timber park
> Milyeanup
> Black Point
> Nyungar Trackways
> Marribank
An example of one of the many projects undertaken
under the ‘Restoring Connections’ framework was the
establishment of a coastal fence at Black Point (southeast of Augusta) to prevent further coastal sand erosion.
The cross-regional approach towards working on country
was well received by the Nyungar community. The fence
was recognised as being a vital part for protection of
the cultural site; the dune system was suffering from
wind erosion degradation and this was impacting on
the cultural material (a registered stone tool production
site). The stone tools were being exposed and washed
from the dune system into the southern ocean. The
establishment of the three wind fences meant the stone
tools were protected and the dune system could repair
itself by restricting the movement of the sand which
in turn would increase the cultural and environmental
values to the area. The cross-regional partnership
between Traditional Owners, South Coast NRM, South
West Catchments Council and DEC was the key that
made this project such a success.

Memorandum of Agreement in working on
country
In 2001 the Victorian Catchment Management Council
endorsed a landmark agreement between itself and
Yorta Yorta Nation Aboriginal Corporation and it is this
agreement that acted as a catalyst for the development of
protocols, principles and strategy agreement in the form of
a Memoradum of Agreement (MOA) between Traditional
Owners and the South West Catchments Council.
The protocols are essentially guidelines on how to
engage Traditional Owners effectively on NRM issues.
These guidelines provide direction on how to interact
and work together whilst acknowledging ownership

of country and recognising and supporting the rights
and responsibilities of all parties. They are underpinned
by a set of principles for engagement and practical
strategies to achieve open, respectful and co-operative
communication for the achievement of better NRM
solutions.
The proposed project idea of MOA, similar to the one
established in Victoria, was discussed with members
of the parties involved in April/May 2005. It is from
these positive initial discussions with key stakeholders
that indicated the project should progress, and the
drafting of a working document began as a starting
point for discussion. The South West Boojarah and
Gnaala Karla Boodja were approached in August 2005
to elect two representatives to the Steering Committee
of the Memorandum of Agreement. The South West
Catchments Council nominated three representatives
for the committee. On October 5th 2006 the MOA
was signed between the South West Aboriginal Land
and Sea Council (SWALSC), Gnaala Karla Boodja, South
West Boojarah and the South West Catchments Council
to address matters relevant to the South West.
To celebrate this important milestone, an event was held
at the Wardan Aboriginal Cultural Centre, where the
relevant stakeholders signed the document indicating
their agreement to establish a working relationship with
the signing organisations and provide direction on how
to work effectively on NRM issues. A key consideration
of the MOA was the acknowledgement of ownership of
country and recognising the rights and responsibilities
of all parties.
In total, three Memorandums of Agreements were
signed and housed in contemporary message sticks
made from wood with the Aboriginal symbol for
‘meeting’ or ‘coming together’ carved into the outside
of the sticks.
Since the signing of the MOA SWCC continues to work
closely with the groups to maintain a good working
relationship and ensure a collaborative, consultative
approach in undertaking NRM work on country.

35

Financial Reports
2011 - 2012

36

Financial Reports

Statement by the Chairman
and Principal Accounting Officer
The attached financial report of the South West Catchments Council (Inc)
being the Balance Sheet, Statement of Changes in Accumulated Funds,
Statement of Income and Expenditure, Statement of Cash Flows together
with supporting notes for the financial year ended 30 June 2012 are, in our
opinion, properly drawn up in accordance with the Applicable Australian
Accounting Standards to present fairly the financial position of the South
West Catchments Council (Inc) at 30 June 2012 and the results of the
operations for the financial year then ended.
Signed on the 28th day of August 2012.

Mr David Gardner

Mr Phillip Smith

Chairman

Principal Accounting Officer
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Independent Auditor’s Report
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Balance Sheet
As of 30 June 2012
2012
2011
Note
$
$
Current Assets				
Cash Assets
5,332,956
6,118,213
2
Receivables
221,127
147,440
3
Prepayments
15,380
9,967
Total Current Assets
5,569,463
6,275,620
Non Current Assets				
Plant property and equipment
251,276
189,941
4
Total Non Current Assets
251,276
189,941		
Total Assets

5,820,739

6,465,561

Current Liabilities				
Provisions
185,022
133,081
5 (i)
Payables
424,040
867,245
6
Unexpired grants/receipts
3,403,802
3,810,597
7
Total Current Liabilities

4,012,864

4,810,923

Non Current Liabilities				
Provisions
112,931
69,998
5(ii)
Total Non Current Liabilities

112,931

69,998

Total Liabilities

4,125,795

4,880,921

NET ASSETS

1,694,944

1,584,640

Equity				
Accumulated Funds

1,694,944

1,584,640

This Statement to be read in conjunction with the relevant notes accompany these statements
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Statement of Changes in
Accumulated Funds
For the year ended 30 June 2012
2012
$

2011
$

Accumulated funds balance at the
commencement of the year

1,584,640

1,289,900

Gross surplus (deficit) from operation

3,514,106

4,105,337

(3,403,802)

(3,810,597)

1,694,944

1,584,640

Transfers out to unexpended grants
Accumulated funds balance at the
conclusion of the year

Note

7

This Statement to be read in conjunction with the relevant notes accompany these statements
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Statement of Income and Expenditure
For the year ended 30 June 2012
2012
2011
Note
$
$
Income				
WA Regional Landcare Facilitator Funding

195,000

60,000

5,282,000

5,282,000

Caring for our Country - competitive

470,000

-

Core funding

250,000

250,000

Interest

236,939

277,069

Funding from other sources

177,478

47,318

Surplus from Asset disposal

37,944

-

3,810,597

3,632,107

10,459,958

9,548,494

2,158,380

1,816,893

204,297

169,433

81,641

83,646

2,394,607

1,299,046

Caring for our Country funding

Transfer unexpired balance previous year
Total Income
Expenditure
Salaries
Salary overheads
Employment related expenses
Consultants and contractors

17,799

46,668

Motor vehicle expenses

Council fees and expenses

184,172

155,020

General operating expenses

205,066

228,229

Administrative expenses

337,335

235,606

Project Expenses

159,749

150,432

Project grant payments

1,202,806

1,258,184

Total Expenditure

6,945,852

5,443,157

Surplus (Deficit) before transfers

3,514,106

4,105,337

Transfer to/(from) unexpended grants

3,403,802

3,810,597

110,304

294,740

Net surplus to accumulated funds

This Statement to be read in conjunction with the relevant notes accompany these statements
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Statement of Cash Flows
For the year ended 30 June 2012
2012
2011
Note
$
$
Cash Flows from Operating Activities				
Receipts from:				
State and Australian Government funding
6,346,438
5,592,000
Interest
236,939
277,069
GST received on funding and other receipts
637,195
319,578
Sundry receipts
28,040
68,173
7,248,612
6,256,820
Payments to:				
Staff employment expenses
(2,368,229)
(2,065,681)
Grants and subsidies
(1,775,038)
(657,012)
Supplies and services
(3,092,206)
(2,043,570)
GST paid on purchases
(454,482)
(300,264)
GST (paid to) / received from ATO
(178,423)
(60,503)
(7,868,378)

(5,127,030)

Net cash provided by operating activities
(619,766)
1,129,790
8
				
Cash Flows from Investing Activities				
Proceeds from sale of non-current physical assets
12,727
Purchase of non current physical assets
(178,218)
(43,232)
4
Net cash provided (used) by investing activities

(165,491)

(43,232)

Cash Flows from Financing Activities				
Net increase (decrease) in cash held
(785,257)
1,086,558
Cash assets at the beginning of the year
6,118,213
5,031,655
Cash Assets at the end of the year

5,332,956

6,118,213

2

This Statement to be read in conjunction with the relevant notes accompany these statements
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Notes to Financial Statements
For the year ended 30 June 2012

NOTE 1: Significant Accounting Policies
This financial report is a special purpose financial report
prepared to satisfy the financial reporting requirements of
the Associations Incorporation Act 1987 (Western Australia).
The Council has determined that the South West Catchments
Council (Inc) is not a reporting entity.
The financial report has been prepared in accordance with
the requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act 1987
(Western Australia) and the following Australian Accounting
Standards:

Acquisitions of assets
The cost method of accounting is used for all acquisitions of
assets. Cost is measured as the fair value of the assets given up
or liabilities undertaken at the date of acquisition plus incidental
costs directly attributable to the acquisition.
Assets costing less than $5,000 may be expensed in the year
of acquisition (other than where they form part of a group of
similar items which are significant in total).

a)

AASB 101 Presentation of Financial Statements (2009)

b)

AASB 1031 Materiality

Depreciation of non-current assets

c)

AASB 110 Events after the Reporting Period

All non-current assets having a limited useful life are
systematically depreciated over their estimated useful lives
in a manner which reflects the consumption of their future
economic benefits.

No other applicable Accounting Standards or other authoritative
pronouncements of the Australian Accounting Standards Board
have been applied.
The financial report has been prepared on an accruals basis
and is based on historic costs and does not take into account
changing money values or, except where specifically stated, the
current valuation of non-current assets.
The following material accounting policies, which are consistent
with the previous period, unless otherwise stated, have been
adopted in the preparation of this financial report.

Grants and Other Contributions Revenue
Grants, donations, gifts and other non-reciprocal contributions
are recognised as revenue when the council obtains control over
the assets comprising the contributions. Control is normally
obtained upon their receipt.
As at 30 June each year, funds received by the Council which
have not been expended are recognised as a current liability.
These funds are then transferred and recognised in the
Statement of Comprehensive Income for the following year.
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Contributions are recognised at their fair value. Contributions
of services are only recognised when a fair value can be reliably
determined and the services would be purchased if not donated.

Depreciation is calculated on the straight line basis using rates
which are based on the expected useful lives for each class of
depreciable asset. At 30 June 2012 these were:
Plant and equipment.......................................... 10 to 15 years
Office equipment ..........................................................5 years
Electronic Equipment.............................................. 2 to 3 years
Information Technology including Software............ 2 to 3 years
Motor vehicles ....................................................... 3 to 7 years

Leases
The only leases currently operated through the Council are
leases for the purpose of the use of office space.

Cash
For the purpose of the Statement of Cash Flows, cash includes
cash assets and restricted cash assets net of outstanding bank
overdrafts. These include short-term deposits that are readily

Financial Reports

convertible to cash on hand and are subject to insignificant risk
of changes in value.

Investments
Investments are brought to account at the lower of cost and
recoverable amount.
Interest revenues have been recognised as they were received.

Web site costs
Costs in relation to web sites controlled by the Council have
been charged as expenses in the period in which they are
incurred.

Payables
Payables, including accruals not yet billed, are recognised when
the Council becomes obliged to make future payments as a
result of a purchase of assets or services, or where there is a
commitment for future services.
Employee benefits
(i) Annual leave
This benefit is recognised at the reporting date in respect
to employees’ services up to that date and is measured
at the current remuneration rate, applicable to each
employee.
(ii) Long service leave
Leave benefits are calculated at current remuneration
rates and based on the accrued liability to the reporting
date. A liability for long service leave has been recognised
from the commencement date of each employee based
on the need to recognise the contribution to this future
expense, from funding received. An actuarial assessment
of long service leave has not been undertaken.
It is considered that this treatment of the liability for long
service leave provides a conservative provision where
future funding levels are uncertain.

(iii) Superannuation
The Council contributes to superannuation funds
of the employee’s choice in compliance with the
Commonwealth
Government’s
Superannuation
Guarantee (Administration) Act 1992. All these funds
comply with the legislation applying to administration
of superannuation and retirement benefit arrangements,
specifically with regard to the preservation of employer
contributions and the portability of funds to alternate
providers.
(iv) Comparative Figures
Comparative figures are, where appropriate, reclassified
so as to be comparable with the figures presented in the
current financial year.
(v) Rounding of amounts
Amounts in the financial statements have been rounded
to the nearest dollar.

NOTE 2 Cash Assets

Cash at Bank - Trading
Cash on Hand
Term Deposit Account

2012
$

2011
$

4,347,717

5,281,400

1,400

1,400

983,839

835,413

5,332,956

6,118,213

2012
$

2011
$

NOTE 3 Receivables

Receivable from
sundry debtors
Receivable from
the Australian Taxation Office

84,815

5,655

136,312

141,785

221,127

147,440
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NOTE 4 Plant, Property and Equipment
2012
$
Furniture and Fittings
(opening balance)
Furniture and Fittings purchased
Less: Opening Depreciation
Less: Current Year Depreciation
Less: Impairment Write
offs as Depreciation

NOTE 5 (i) and (ii) Provisions
2011
$

27,238

25,509

-

1,728

(25,711)

(20,860)

(1,527)

(1,994)

-

(2,857)

-

1,526

Provision for
Annual Leave (current)

Less: Opening Depreciation
Less: Current Year Depreciation
Less: Impairment Write offs
as Depreciation

-

18,587

(169,613)

(112,527)

(1,800)

(18,138)

-

(38,948)

2,285

4,085

178,218

22,917

Less: Motor Vehicles sold

(147,657)

-

Less: Opening Depreciation

48,382

39,975

Current provisions (i)

185,022

133,081

Non current Long Service
Leave (ii)

112,931

69,998

Provision for
Long Service Leave (current)

2012

2011

$

$

Funds Clearing Account

-

8,131

249,496

670,143

Australian Taxation Office
(PAYG tax)

56,231

36,706

Accrued expenses

77,480

151,582

Superannuation payable

31,196

180

9,637

503

424,040

867,245

Accounts outstanding

NOTE 7 Unexpanded Grants

(79,739)
Balance at the
commencement of the year

2012

2011

$

$

3,810,597

3,634,927

(3,810,597)

(3,632,107)
(2,820)

Plus: Depreciation for
Motor Vehicles sold

120,171

-

Less: Current Year
Depreciation

(86,071)

(81,092)

248,991

184,330

Balance paid out		

189,941

Transferred from
income statement

3,403,802

3,810,597

Balance at the
conclusion of the year

3,403,802

3,810,597

Total Property, Plant
and Equipment
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(160,832)

$
93,106

Employee clearing accounts
			
Motor Vehicles
(opening balance)
345,162
322,244
Motor Vehicles purchased

2011

$
136,640

NOTE 6 Payables
			
Electronic Equipment
(opening balance)
173,698
155,111
Electronic Equipment
purchased

2012

251,276

Transferred to
income statement

Financial Reports

NOTE 8 Reconciliation of net cash provided/used
in operating activities to income and expenditure:
2012
$
Net surplus

2011
$

110,304

294,740

89,397

143,030

Non - cash flows in profit
- Depreciation
- Net gain on disposal of assets

(37,944)

(Increase) decrease in assets
Receivables (excluding proceeds
for assets sale $52,703)
(20,984)
Prepayments and bonds

(16,288)

(5,413)

5,371

(443,205)

460,732

94,874

66,535

Unexpired grants and receipts

(406,795)

175,670

Net cash provided by (used
in) operating activities

(619,766)

1,129,790

Increase (decrease) in liabilities
Accounts payable
Salary provisions

NOTE 9 Ongoing Funding and Going Concern
The Australian Government has undertaken to provide
funding for the South West NRM region through the South
West Catchments Council for the next year (to June 2013)
provided the projects being funded address the priorities of the
Australian Government’s Caring for our Country initiative. The
current Deed of Agreement incorporates funding to June 2013.
The Australian Government is in the process of releasing details
of funding for the five (5) years, July 2013 - June 2018 and it is
believed that announcement of these details will provide ongoing
support for the organisations operations beyond June 2013.
The Financial Statements have been prepared on the going
concern basis which contemplates this ongoing support,
the fact that South West Catchments Council has sufficient
resources to pay outstanding debts when they fall due and the
Director’s belief that the realisation of assets and discharge of
liabilities will occur in the normal course of operations.

NOTE 10 Capital Commitments
As at 30 June 2012 South West Catchments Council was
contracted to purchase 6 x Mitsubishi Tritons to replace the
Ford Rangers. The total cost of purchase is to be $198,546.00
(exclusive of GST) offset with $112,000.00 (excluding GST)
being the proceeds from selling the Ford Rangers.
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your support and cooperation in contributing to the
fantastic NRM outcomes of the past year, and pertinently,
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that have provided financial and other support for
our projects, without which, many may not have
eventuated.
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