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The South West community recognises the value of
involving Nyungar people at all levels of natural resource
management, from policy development to on-ground
action. The greatest opportunity we have to better care
for our country is to work together so that our country
may in turn care for us and for future generations.
As the traditional inhabitants of this land, the Nyungar
people have used the land, the sea, the waters and the
plants and animals for tens of thousands of years.
The need to care for Country is a powerful lesson for all.
It is a lesson that has taken the descendants of those
first European settlers over 150 years to begin to come to
terms with, but the lesson has now begun.
Working together, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people
can make a difference today and develop a sustainable
environment for tomorrow.

I am pleased to report on the
progress that the South West
Catchments Council (SWCC) has
achieved during the 2012-2013
year. The conclusion of this year
marks a significant milestone, the
completion and achievement of the
four year Caring for our Country
program – a journey that has been
both challenging and rewarding
for our region. Over the year, we
have been busy preparing for a
new NRM program for 2013-2018.
In addition, we continually work to
strengthen our governance through
our integrated planning framework
including the Regional NRM Strategy
and the Corporate Strategic Plan.
This year we have experienced
considerable uncertainty because of
the political instability at national
level. A major difficulty was the
sequencing and timing of funding
applications, which did not enable or
facilitate the level of collaboration
desired by SWCC and our regional
partners. However, our regional
funding submissions were accepted
without major change and SWCC
successfully achieved a Targeted
Area Grant in partnership with the
City of Bunbury, an exciting project.

This demonstrated the rigour and
professionalism of our staff.
However, a continuing challenge
over the year has been providing
the ongoing support to our regional
partners and the community.
Wherever possible, SWCC has
undertaken this with contributions
under the State NRM program,
partnering in project delivery
and through targeted capacity
development and this is a high
priority to continue. A further
example was SWCC’s initiative to
redirect significant funds to the
Cape to Cape Catchment Group and
Shire of Augusta-Margaret River for
post-fire rehabilitation work.
It is with pleasure I report that
SWCC’s role in managing the
national NRM Chairs Forum held
in Mandurah in March of this
year was a resounding success.
Numerous delegates attending the
forum expressed their appreciation
and this reflected the work and
professionalism of our staff and our
partner the Peel-Harvey Catchment
Council.
My thanks go to all our Association
members for the continued

support they have given me as
Chair. I would like to take this
opportunity to apologise for the
limited opportunities for meetings
throughout the year. This has in
part been due to our geographic
spread and the disconnected funding
submission process and this will be
addressed in 2013-2014 irrespective
of factors external to the region.
I would like to thank the staff
of SWCC and the Board for
the dedication to their role and
the support they have given me
throughout the year. I would
especially like to thank Damien
Postma, our chief executive officer,
for his continued commitment and
professionalism.
I look forward to working with
you all in the interest of advancing
the management of our natural
environment over the next year.

David Gardner
Chairman

pic to come

Department of
Local Government
and Communities

Our South West Boodja
(land) is our mother.

South West Catchments
Council Board of Directors
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Our Investment Program
Biodiversity

CEO’s Message
I have had the good fortune
to work with a wonderful and
dynamic team this year, and
indeed the past four years of
investment. The passion and
dedication demonstrated by
staff to meet new challenges
and deliver outcomes for
the natural environment
in an ever-changing NRM
industry is truly inspirational.
My thanks go to every staff
member for your hard work
and commitment, without
which SWCC would not be
able to meet its regional
targets and environmental
outcomes for the South West
region.
To the community and our
regional partners who have
delivered NRM in partnership
with us, thank you for your
unwavering dedication
and commitment. I look
forward to building upon the
partnerships forged in this
investment and delivering

NRM in collaboration with
you in the future.
The organisation has
benefited from a strong and
united SWCC Board that
has provided leadership
in uncertain times. The
Board has conducted itself
in an effective, efficient
and professional manner
throughout the investment
period. Thank you for your
guidance and support.

Blackberry Buffer Zone

Inland Ramsar

This zone was established to prevent the spread
of Rubus laudatus (American Blackberry). This
year the zone’s southern boundary was extended
to the natural boundary of the Collie River.

This project was designed to protect the
ecological character of two internationally
significant Ramsar listed wetlands, Toolibin
Lake and Muir-Byenup. The funding for Toolibin
Lake was reallocated to the Vasse-Wonnerup
and Peel-Yalgorup Ramsar wetlands to ensure
effective on-ground results.

The Shire of Collie and the Leschenault
Catchment Council (LCC) undertook blackberry
control across 54 hectares along the Collie River,
through the Collie town site and from Burekup
to Wellington National Park. Three riparian
sites were revegetated with over 30,000
seedlings on 8.8 hectares. The Shire held two
community planting days that attracted 61
volunteers including members of the Ngalang
Boodja Aboriginal Corporation, spanning three
generations.

Finally, I would like to thank
the officers at the Australian
Government and State NRM
Office, who have worked
tirelessly with us throughout
this investment. Thank you
for your ongoing support
and cooperative working
relationship.

SWCC and the LCC received the 2012 WA
Environment Award - Biodiversity Conservation
in recognition of the strategic nature of the
Blackberry Buffer Zone project.

Sea to Scarp
Land managers along the Vasse-Wonnerup
wetlands and the Ruabon-Tutunup road
reserve helped to manage critical threats to
the Ramsar wetlands and TEC. Over 8 hectares
were revegetated, weeds were controlled on
13 hectares of rail reserve and 24 hectares of
remnant vegetation (TEC) were protected with
kangaroo fencing to increase seedling survival.

Damien Postma
CEO

On-ground works were undertaken on two
private properties and on DPaW and City of
Busselton land.

Muir-Byenup: Five deer were dispatched
as part of a deer control program, which
protected 7800 hectares of vegetation. The
program raised awareness in the community
regarding the deer species, their numbers and
the areas they use. Weed control over 1031
hectares targeted Typha, Paterson’s Curse
and Cape Tulip.
Vasse-Wonnerup: This project protected 147
hectares of the Vasse-Wonnerup wetlands
within Ludlow Tuart Forest National Park
from weed invasion and unauthorised
vehicle access. Aram Lily and Bridal Creeper
were controlled across 71.5 hectares. The
Department of Parks and Wildlife (DPaW)
installed 3.3 kilometres of cable fencing to
protect the park from illegal access.
Peel-Yalgorup: DPaW controlled weeds over
3.4 hectares, planting 7000 seedlings at two
sites in Birchmont. Rabbit proof fencing, as
well as fencing to control illegal access was
installed across 2.1 kilometres to protect the
seedlings.
Protecting Ramsar Wetlands - Pest animal control
Target 736 hectares

Increasing coastal community engagement organisations involved in coastal conservation

Achievement 1500 hectares

Target 29 organisations

Protecting Ramsar Wetlands - Weed control
Target 384.5 hectares

Achievement 71 organisations

Achievement 1169 hectares

Our staff members work across a
number of regional offices throughout
the South West.
4

“Community members
were amazed when they
learnt about the value
of the vegetation.” Rina
Mattinson
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Lower Blackwood Linkages
This project aimed to reconnect and restore the
ecological health and resilience of the Lower
Blackwood by reducing critical threats and restoring
riparian linkages. On-ground works undertaken on
private land to protect the endangered White-bellied
frog (Geocrinia alba) included installing exclusion
fencing, stock crossings and water points, as well as
fire management and revegetation. This resulted in
protecting 8.8 kilometres of stream bank and 307
hectares of critical aquatic habitat.
Perth Zoo was supported to continue its Geocrinia
captive frog-breeding program, which collected,
reared, bred and relocated frogs back into the wild.
DPaW used traps and baits to control feral pigs on
over 30,600 hectares of Crown Land in the Lower
Blackwood and established 34 monitoring sites near
threatened flora and fauna.
Strong partnerships formed as part of this project will
enable further environmental outcomes to be achieved
in this area in the future.
Protecting critical aquatic habitats - Habitat
restoration activities
Target 30 hectares

Achievement 317 hectares

Protecting critical aquatic habitats - Streambank
protected
Target 5 kilometres

Achievement 8.6 kilometres

Threatened Ecological
Communities
Critical threats were managed to protect Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act
listed Threatened Ecological Communities (TECs)
and species on the southern Swan Coastal Plain. This
included threatened flora translocation, weed control
and dieback management in known TECs.

Margaret River
Fire Recovery and
Rehabilitation

Community Engagement

In November 2011, bushfires in Margaret River
burnt 3600 hectares of native vegetation
including large areas of vegetation with high
biodiversity value. The Cape to Cape Catchment
Group and the Shire of Augusta-Margaret River
were funded to rehabilitate the burnt coastal
areas.

Community Groundworks

The Cape to Cape Catchment Group assisted
landholders with funding to rehabilitate
burnt areas through the control of Arum Lily,
blackberry and woody weeds. Landholders
received native seedlings and attended
workshops to build their capacity in biodiversity
conservation. The condition of the coastal strip
from the mouth of Margaret River to Gnarabup
was also assessed to define priorities for future
coastal work.

Community Groundworks funded 56 projects
across all of SWCC’s programs to meet all of the
Australian Government targets as follows:

The Shire undertook weed and erosion control,
and rehabilitated the coast through brushing,
direct seeding and planting native seedlings.
Controlling beach access after the fire was
critical as the dunes were particularly susceptible
to erosion. Fencing, pathways and staircases
were constructed which complemented
education material previously developed by
SWCC and other stakeholders. The Capes
Volunteer Team invested 42 workdays in the
burn zone, equivalent to a $40,000 in-kind
contribution. The Team was recognised with a
Special Commendation in the community group
category of the 2013 WA Coastal Awards for
Excellence.

Increased native habitat
Target 205 hectares

Achievement 313 hectares

This project supported 135 landholders and
20 groups to undertake on-ground projects.
Workshops were also held to assist funding
recipients to build their knowledge and skills in
NRM.

Landscape Scale Conservation target: Fifty
farmers undertook fencing, revegetation and weed
control across 1485 hectares to conserve and
protect biodiversity at the landscape scale.
Increase native habitat target (TECs and
Threatened species): Three projects protected
14.2 hectares of critical habitat by installing nest
boxes and undertaking revegetation, weed and
dieback control.
Pest animal control target: Pest predator control
and monitoring in Perup Nature Reserve resulted
in 9484 hectares being undertaken.
Ramsar target: Four projects contributed to weed
control over 44 hectares at four sites on the PeelYalgorup and Vasse-Wonnerup Ramsar wetlands.
Fox control undertaken over 1500 hectares of the
Muir-Byenup Ramsar wetlands.
WoNS control target: The Shire of Williams was
supported to undertake Bridal Creeper control
across 550 hectares.
Coastal Community Engagement target: Eight
community groups received funding for brushing,
revegetation and weed control to rehabilitate
coastal areas throughout the South West.
Coastal hotspots target: Five projects were
implemented to improve water quality, one in
the Peel-Harvey Coastal Hotspot and four in the
Geographe Coastal Hotspot.
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Landscape scale conservation - Farmers adopting
activities
Target 43

Achievement 99

Landscape scale conservation - Hectares with
activities contributing to landscape scale
conservation
Target 1300 hectares

Achievement 3430 hectares

Reducing the impact of vertebrate pest animals
Target 500 hectares

Achievement 9484 hectares

Integrated Cultural
Understanding
This project aimed to build the capacity for
Aboriginal people to participate in NRM. Maamun
Danjoo Korliny Waakinininy (Men Together
Walking Talking), in partnership with Goomburrup
Aboriginal Corporation, planted 7500 seedlings
at the Abba River in Busselton. The group helped
to revegetate a vineyard in Wilyabrup, which was
funded by the SWCC Community Groundworks
Project.
Peedac Pty Ltd helped revegetate a private
property in Dwellingup, a Shire of Waroona
Reserve at Preston Beach, a vineyard in Wilyabrup
and a farming property near Bridgetown.

Weed control, dieback management, fencing and
revegetation protected 313 hectares of native
vegetation, including four sites on the Swan Coastal
Plain that contain TECs. Four threatened plant species
in the Busselton Ironstone area were relocated to
other sites to improve their long-term security.
The project also aimed to determine the conservation
status of suspected TECs. Twenty-five suspected TEC
sites were confirmed as EPBC listed TECs, and 13 were
confirmed as State listed TECs. All new occurrences
and EPBC listed occurrences will be provided to the
Commonwealth.

High Ecological Value Aquatic Ecosystems target:
Four landowners restored habitat covering 10.31
hectares in the Lower Blackwood area.

SWCC’s Aboriginal NRM facilitator delivered
cultural and environmental education to schools
across the South West.

The Capes Volunteer Team
invested 42 workdays,
equivalent to a $40,000
in-kind contribution.

A cultural landscape assessment was also
completed for the Leschenault catchment to
incorporate Nyungar values to the area.

Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
people working together on
Country.

Contents
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Community Engagement

Sustainable Agriculture

GIVE THE
CRABS
A BREAK
Home River Ocean
In 2013, SWCC embarked on a new, innovative
campaign that aimed to reduce the amount
of nutrients entering coastal waterways.
Home River Ocean’s ‘Save the Crabs, Then eat
Them’ campaign featured television, radio and
newspaper advertising, as well as a website and
other promotional material.
The campaign, which ran throughout winter,
successfully used humour to encourage urban
residents to change their behaviour and hold off
on fertilising until spring. The campaign was based
on the highly successful Chesapeake Bay crab
campaign.

Marine Conference
The third biennial South West Marine Conference
was held on 9 May 2013 to showcase the latest
research in marine and estuarine science in the
South West.
The conference brought together over 135 land
managers, scientists and community members to
discuss the South West marine environment and
its resilience in a changing climate. The event is
an important way for the community to engage
with researchers and increase their knowledge of
marine and estuarine issues.

Improving knowledge and skills - Farmers with
improved knowledge and skills in biodiversity

Ecobridge
The aim of the ‘Building the Toolibin,
Dongolocking, Tarin Rock’ Ecobridge project was
to work with the community to achieve landscape
scale conservation through the creation of
vegetation corridors. The area targeted was the
rural landscape across the Avon Wheatbelt and
the Western Mallee IBRA regions between the
Ramsar listed Toolibin Lake and the Dongolocking
and Tarin Rock reserves. This area contains
habitat for EPBC listed Carnaby’s Cockatoo,
Red-tailed Phascogale, Banksia oligantha and
seven declared priority and rare State listed fauna
species, 50 flora species and three TECs.

In 2012, the event was held at Donnelly River
and featured speakers on climate change, nonviolent communication, carbon farming and even
dung beetles. The South West Celebration is
the premier NRM event in the South West and
provides an opportunity to network, have fun and
of course, celebrate!

Two monitoring projects for Red-tailed
Phascogale were undertaken on 36 sites which
resulted in 128 being trapped and recorded, 16
across the project area. Cultural mapping was
undertaken in consultation with the Nyungar
community to identify significant sites on
reserves and management recommendations to
protect them.

Sustainable Landscapes

Hold
off on
Regional
Landcare
the
fertiliser
Facilitators
till spring

The role of the Regional Landcare Facilitators is
to support community landcare and production
groups to adopt sustainable farm and land
management practices. They assist groups and
networks to seek public and private funding, and
develop projects that encourage land management
practices in rural and regional landscapes. They
also link stakeholders with regional bodies,
industry, research and development corporations
and governments.
This year the Facilitators also assisted and
coordinated a number of workshops including
Beyond Gardens, Carbon Farming Presentations,
and attended events such as Wagin Woolarama
and Balingup Small Farm Field Day.

This project gave farmers in SWCC’s broadacre
agricultural region the opportunity to be involved
in on-farm biodiversity activities to increase
landscape scale conservation through awareness
raising initiatives and incentives.
Forty-nine farmers from 36 properties adopted
activities that contributed to conserving and
protecting biodiversity on almost 2000 hectares.
Activities included fencing,
weed and
Planning
forpest control
and revegetating with almost 200,000 native
the future and
seedlings. As part of the on-ground projects, 22
celebrating
management plans were
also developed.

Target 83

Achievement 267

Sustainable Soils
The objective of this project was the widespread
adoption of management practices that improved
soil condition. Farmers trialled practices that
aimed to reduce the risk of soil erosion, build
soil carbon or manage soil acidity. Extension
activities and demonstrations also helped to raise
awareness in the general community.
Thirty-three farmers took part in demonstrations
over 1674.5 hectares. Evaluation of the project
revealed that 90 per cent of the farmers involved
would adopt their trialled practice in the future.
The project engaged 600 farmers to improve
their skills in soil management through 13
sustainable soil workshops and 30 field days.

Improving management practices -Farmers
demonstrating management practices
Target 14

Achievement 33

Improving management practices -Hectares where
management practices have been improved
Target 210 hectares

achievements.

Two workshops were held in 2012 in Dongolocking
and Narrogin to improve skills and knowledge in
NRM. Seventy-one landholders were engaged as
part of the project.

Achievement 1674 hectares

South West Celebration
The South West Celebration brings the NRM
community together every year to network, share
ideas, increase knowledge, plan for the future and
celebrate its achievements.

8

Find better water ways
homeriverocean.com.au
“Ideally we want to improve our soil
health and remain sustainable longterm.” Wade Hinkley, farmer.
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Coastal Environments
Coastwest Officer
A Coastwest Officer was appointed to support
the State Government’s Coastwest Program
and coastal groups applying for funds. Thirteen
workshops were held in the South West to assist
community groups with funding applications.
This project supported 33 community groups and
engaged 190 volunteers.

Peel Ramsar Lakes
This project had two components, the
construction of an inlet weir at Lake Mealup and
the Peel Ramsar Lakes Project.
Lake Mealup forms part of the Peel-Yalgorup
System and is recognised under the Ramsar
Convention as a Wetland of International
Importance for migratory waterbirds. Recently,
the lake’s natural hydrology changed and resulted
in the wetland system becoming drier, exposing
acidic sediments and allowing the invasion of the
bulrush Typha orientalis.

Protecting Ramsar Wetlands - Landholders
implementing on-ground activities
Target 14 activities

Achievement 24 activities

Protecting Ramsar Wetlands - Habitat restoration
activities
Target 105 activities

Achievement 8918 activities

Coastal Community
Engagement
This project provided training to 71 organisations,
delivered 58 events and engaged 1419 coastal
volunteers. Coastal communities across the South
West gained knowledge and skills in coastal and
marine rehabilitation, restoration and conservation.
The Dune Dudes youth outreach program was
delivered to over 3600 children to ensure they
understood the importance of coastal ecosystems
and how to protect them.

Protecting Ramsar Wetlands - Streambank
protected
Target 105 activities

Achievement nil

Coastal Hotspots
Priority coastal hotspots were protected in the
Vasse-Geographe and Peel-Harvey regions by
reducing the amount of fertiliser and nutrients
that enter waterways in these catchments.
SWCC worked in partnership with Geocatch and
the Peel-Harvey Catchment Council to deliver
this project. Best management practices were
implemented to improve water quality in the
catchment.
Private landholders in the Peel region completed
14 riparian projects including fencing around
drains and wetlands to protect 68 hectares
and planting 26,400 native seedlings. Private
landholders in the Vasse-Geographe region
completed 13 riparian projects to protect 40
hectares, and planted 11,840 seedlings. Over the
two regions, 27 kilometres of fencing, 18 offstream watering points and 5 cattle crossings
were installed.
Soil mapping was completed in the Mayfield
catchment resulting in agreements with 21
landholders for soil testing and agronomy
support. A total of 4786 hectares of farmland
was analysed as part of this project.

Lake Mealup Weir: An inlet weir constructed at
Lake Mealup to restore hydrology and 2000
seedlings were planted to improve water quality
and provide habitat.

Workshops and on-ground projects engaged
203 rural landholders and 312 urban residents to
improve their knowledge and skills in NRM.

The Lake Mealup Recovery Program was
developed in partnership with SWCC and DPaW’s
Swan Coastal District.

Improving coastal hotspots - Addressing threats to
poor water quality

Peel Ramsar Lakes: Peel-Harvey Catchment
Council delivered this project, which aimed to
manage key threats to the Peel-Yalgorup System.
Vegetation links in sections of Lake Mealup,
Lake McLarty, Herron Point and surrounds
were restored through rehabilitation. Weed
management and revegetation works have
improved connectivity and improved habitat for
migratory birds and other species.

Target 30 hectares

Achievement 108 hectares

Improving coastal hotspots - Projects addressing
the threats to poor water quality
Target 5 projects

Achievement 10 projects

Improving knowledge and skills - Coastal hotspot
farmers with improved knowledge in improving
water quality

‘Getting people actively
involved changes the
way they think about
the environment.’
Chris Gibbs, SWCC.
10

Target 75 farmers

Rehabilitating coastal areas help
landholders and volunteers to
understand ecosystems.

Achievement 232 farmers
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Bringing Life Back to the Lakes – Peel Ramsar
Lakes Project

Dude Dunes – A School Program

Bird life is now thriving with 729 birds of 22 species recorded in the February 2013
Shorebirds count, well above what have been seen in the last 18 years when Lake
Mealup was substantially covered in Typha. Read more…

This program partners school groups with local coastal volunteering groups to help
build community capacity for coastal projects. Young people, teachers, families,
schools and local organisations are encouraged to get involved with protecting
coastal areas. Read more…

Margaret River Fires

Endangered Plants of the Busselton Ironstones

In late November 2011, the Margaret River bushfires burnt over 3673 hectares of
bushland including 20 kilometres of coastline from directly south of Gracetown to
just north of Redgate Beach. Volunteers spent 42 workdays in the fire-affected area,
contributing 1330 volunteer hours. Read more…

This is one of the most severely threatened ecosystems in the South West region and
much is being done to ensure the threatened flora species of these systems survive.
Each plant is so important that individual plants are given unique identification tags.
Read more…

Whole Farm Soil Mapping

Compost in Broadacre Farming Systems

Darryl Robinson has been the farm manager at Murray River Farms for the last five
years; previously he was the farm foreman so he knows the 1500-hectare property
well. Soil mapping proved the worth of variable nutrient application. Read more…

The trial aimed to improve soil health, in particular to increase soil organic carbon
and manage soil acidity by applying compost. The farmer set out to explore whether
crop production would be affected and if soil health could be improved and remain
sustainable long-term. Read more…

Restoring the Ruabon-Tutunup Corridor

Building Bush on Cloverbrook

The vegetation corridor connects the Jarrah Forest of the Whicher Scarp to the
internationally protected Ramsar listed Vasse Wonnerup wetlands. Many of the
plants and vegetation communities within the corridor are found nowhere else in the
world. Read more…

When the farm manager, Geoff Illman, heard about SWCC funding for on-farm
biodiversity conservation, he saw this as a golden opportunity to rehabilitate the
fringe of two creek lines on his property. Geoff is building the existing revegetation
up to a density of 3000 stems per hectare in 2013. Read more…

From Sea to Scarp – Vasse-Wonnerup
Wetlands

Captain Coastcare
saves the day!’

These wetlands are next to the City of Busselton and extend for approximately 15
kilometres covering an area of around 750 hectares. This project has rehabilitated
20 hectares with more than 60,000 seedlings using 20 native species. Read more…

“The wetlands provide food and
habitat for thousands of birds each
year” Chris Fleay, DPaW.
12
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Pumphreys Bridge – Bringing Remnant Bush
Back to Life
The project supported two land managers to adopt activities that contribute to
ongoing conservation and protection of biodiversity on 21 hectares of land. Over
7000 local native seedlings were planted on 4.4 hectares in 2012, with another
2000 planted in 2013. Read more…

Integrated Cultural Understanding
Maamun Danjoo Korliny Waakinininy (Men Together Walking Talking). Noel Wallam
and Karim Khan, are giving back to community by assisting with regeneration work
on the Abba River site. SWCC is committed to working in true and meaningful
partnership with the Nyungar community over the long term, to protect cultural
heritage values, as well as environmental values, involving Traditional Custodians in
NRM decision making.

Making the Most of Compost
In 2012, SWCC provided funding to Western Dairy through its Community
Groundworks Program to trial composting as a way to reduce dairy farm nutrients
entering waterways. The project demonstrated the logistics of turning dairy
resources into quality compost on-farm. Read more…

Enhancement and Protection of Marrinup Brook
Marrinup Brook is a tributary of the Murray River and although upstream reaches
of the brook are well vegetated there has been considerable vegetation loss along
the brook due to land clearing and a wild fire in 2007. Aboriginal people helped with
planting 6000 local native seedlings along 500 metres of creek line. Read more…

Leaps and Bounds

Increasing Habitat Connections: Morronging

John and Barbara Dunnet own and operate one of the biggest beef farms along the
Scott River Coastal Plain, located just east of Augusta and have been farming in the
area for over 40 years. The Dunnets have revegetated six hectares along both sides
of their creek with 30,000 native seedlings. Read more…

The Temby family have farmed the Morronging property for decades and Robert
Temby’s keen eye for changes happening to remnant bushland gave impetus for this
project. He has contributed directly to biodiversity on 52.5 hectares and engaged in
activities that contribute to the ongoing conservation and protection of biodiversity
conservation over 224 hectares. Read more…

Rabbit Patrol – Karridale Olive Farm
Fights Back

Reducing the Threat to Red-Tailed Phascogales
– Lending a Hand

Rabbits had become a serious problem at Karridale Olive Farm. Left to run rampant
they were literally breeding like rabbits and affecting the 24 hectares of remnant
Karri/Jarrah forest on the property. A survey identified 30 warrens across the
87-hectare property. Read more...

The Phascogale is a small, arboreal, carnivorous marsupial listed nationally as
endangered. Loss of habitat through land clearing and predators such as foxes
and cats are primary threats. Revegetation and managing feral animals have been
successful tactics to protect the Phascogale. Read more…

The White-bellied Frog – On the Edge of
Extinction
In the Lower Blackwood region the White-bellied frog is on the edge of extinction
and listed as critically endangered. Over 65,000 seedlings have been planted to
revegetate 28.8 hectares of riverbanks and a River Action Plan has been developed
for McLeod and Rushy Creeks. Read more…

“Whenever I’m
on Country it fills
me with pride.” Zac
Webb, SWCC.
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“It would be great
to see the brook go
back to its natural
state.” Janet Smith,
landholder.

Photo courtesy Perth Zoo
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REGIONAL PROJECT OVERVIEW 2011-2013
Working together to protect the South West.
Peel Ramsar Lakes
Coastal Hotspots
Partnering with GeoCatch and Peel-Harvey Catchment Council to
undertake priority actions to protect Coastal Hotspots .
More information on page 11

Working with Peel-Harvey Catchment Council to undertake rehabilitation works in the Peel Lakes system
and the construction of the Lake Mealup weir. More
information on page 10

Ecobridge
Working with local Landcare groups, DoPW, land-holders and the Nyungar community
to build vegetation corridors between Lake Toolibin, Dongolocking, Tarin Rock. More
information on page 9

Sustainable Soils

Threatened Ecological Communities Protection

Working with Landcare and production groups to coordinate on-farm trials and
demonstrations for improved soil condition. More information on page 9

Addressing critical threats to EPBC listed Threatened
Ecological Communities (TECs) and species on the southern
Swan Coastal Plain. More information on page 6

Blackberry Buffer Zone
Working with the Shire of Collie, Leschenault Catchment
Council and other key project partners to control the spread
of American blackberry. More information on page 5

Community Groundworks
Engaging landholders and community groups via more than 50 onground
projects across the South West. More information on page 7

Coastwest Officer
Working with the Government of Western Australia to support coastal
community groups through funding assistance and capacity building.
More information on page 11

Sustainable Landscapes
Partnering with farmers to undertake on-ground
projects for landscape scale biodiversity conservation
on farmland. More information on page 9

Coastal Community Engagement
Working with coastal community groups and volunteers to rehabilitate
and restore coastal environments. More information on page 9

Margaret River Fire Restoration
Supporting Cape to Cape Catchment Group and the Shire
of Augusta to rehabilitate areas affected by the 2011
Margaret River fires. More information on page 6

Integrated Cultural Understanding
Increasing the capacity for Aboriginal people to actively
participate in NRM across the South West, via a range of
mechanisms from on-ground delivery to increasing cultural
awareness in the community. More information on page 7

Sea to Scarp
Working closely with DoPW and land managers in the Ruabon-Tutunup
and the Vasse –Wonnerup Ramsar wetland areas to build corridor
connections. More information on page 5

Regional Landcare Facilitators

Lower Blackwood Linkages
Working in partnership with Lower Blackwood
LCDC, DPaW and Perth Zoo to reconnect and restore
the eco-logical health and resilience of the Lower
Blackwood aquatic ecosystem. More information on
page 6
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Inland Ramsar
Working across Ramsar wetlands, in
partnership with DPaW, DAFWA and
private landholders to control invasive
species and feral animals.
More information on page 5

Supporting community Landcare and
production groups to adopt sustainable
farm and land management practices
through extension, capacity building and
funding support.
More information on page 8
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Over the past four years of investment, SWCC has achieved significant outcomes for the South West environment
in partnership with our regional stakeholders.

Projects 2011 – 2013 Investment Period
CFOC Target
Increasing native habitat
Reducing the impact of vertebrate pest animals
Reducing the impact of weeds
Protecting Ramsar wetlands – habitat restoration activities
Protecting Ramsar wetlands – streambank protected
Protecting Ramsar wetlands – pest animal control
Protecting Ramsar wetlands – weed control
Protecting Ramsar wetlands – landholders implementing on-ground activities
Protecting critical aquatic habitats – habitat restoration activities
Protecting critical aquatic habitats – streambank protected
Protecting critical aquatic habitats – pest animal control
Protecting critical aquatic habitats – landholders implementing on-ground activities
Improving coastal hotspots – addressing threats to poor water quality
Improving coastal hotspots – projects addressing the threats to poor water quality
Increasing coastal community engagement – organisations involved in coastal conservation actions
Improving management practices – farmers demonstrating management practices
Improving management practices – hectares where management practices have been improved
Landscape scale conservation – farmers adopting activities
Landscape scale conservation – ha with activities contributing to landscape scale conservation
Indigenous participation
Improving knowledge and skills – farmers with improved knowledge and skills in biodiversity conservation
Improving knowledge and skills – farmers with improved knowledge in soil health
Improving knowledge and skills – coastal hotspot farmers with improved knowledge in improving water quality

Planned
Amount
205 ha
500 ha
75 ha
105 ha
3.6 km
736 ha
384.5 ha
24
30 ha
5 km
20,000 ha
4
30 ha
5
29
14
210 ha
43
1,300 ha
2 projects
83
74
75

Achieved
Amount
314 ha
9484ha
639 ha
8918 ha
Nil
1500 ha
1169 ha
14
317 ha
8.6 km
30,600 ha
20
108 ha
10
71
33
1674 ha
99
3,430 ha
8 projects
267
600
232

Projects 2009 – 2011 Investment Period
CFOC Target
Managing critical threats to priority biodiversity – increasing native habitat
Rabbit control to reduce threats to Threatened Ecological Communities and Threatened Species
Reducing the impact of Weeds of National Significance (WoNS) in the Blackberry Containment Line
Protecting Ramsar wetlands (Lake Toolibin and Lake Muir) by reducing threats posed by invasive plants and
animals
Protecting Ramsar wetlands (Peel-Yalgorup and Vasse-Wonnerup) by reducing threats posed by invasive plants
and animals
Volunteers engaged to work on biodiversity protection projects in the South West
Free community workshops to improve knowledge and skills in biodiversity conservation
Rabbit control via a Rapid Assessment
Control of WoNS via targeting strategic outlier populations
Protecting critical aquatic habitats (HCVAE) to reduce threats posed by invasive plants and animals
Riparian and wetland restoration and/or drainage intervention works in coastal hotspots
Volunteers engaged to work on coastal hotspot projects in the South West
To increase volunteer involvement in coastal community groups
Landholders with improved NRM practices to reduce threats to the coastal hotspots of the South West
SWCC free workshops to improve knowledge and skills of people in coastal environments
Support community groups to undertake coastal rehabilitation on-ground projects
Farmers implementing projects to reduce wind erosion
Farmers with improved knowledge and skills in relation to managing wind erosion
Farmers with free, easily accessible information in relation to sustainable farm management practices
SWCC assists local Landcare groups by providing free information about sustainable land management practices
Indigenous partnerships developed to engage Indigenous communities to deliver Caring for our Country
Projects undertaken to record Indigenous knowledge
Community groups supported directly through the devolved grants process
Volunteers supported to engage in NRM through the devolved grants process
18

Planned
Amount
220 ha
100 ha
178 ha
220 ha

Achieved
Amount
292.1 ha
1418 ha
472.4 ha
1515.8 ha

100 ha

947.4 ha

65 volunteers 218 volunteers
3 workshops
9 workshops
100 ha
100 ha
20 ha
46 ha
15 ha
16.3 ha
83 ha
152.2 ha
60 volunteers 645 volunteers
80 volunteers 598 volunteers
45 landholders 815 landholders
14 workshops 51 workshops
20 groups
40 groups
20 farmers
79 farmers
210 farmers
288 farmers
210 farmers
288 farmers
10 groups
12 groups
3 partnerships 3 partnerships
2 projects
2 projects
30 groups
33 groups
320
2432

Independent Auditor’s Report

to the Members of South West Catchments Council Inc.
Report on the Financial Report
We have audited the accompanying financial report,
being a special purpose financial report, of South
West Catchments Council Inc. (“the Association”),
which comprises the balance sheet as at 30 June
2013, the statement of income and expenditure,
statement of changes in accumulated funds, and
statement of cash flows for the year then ended, a
summary of significant accounting policies, other
explanatory notes.
The Responsibility of the Board of Management for
the Financial Report
The Board of Management of the Association is
responsible for the preparation and fair presentation
of the financial report and have determined that
the accounting policies described in Note 1 to the
financial statements, which form part of the financial
report, are appropriate to meet the requirements of
the Associations Incorporation Act Western Australia
1987 and are appropriate to meet the needs of the
members. The Board of Management’s responsibility
also includes such internal controls as the Board of
Management determines is necessary to enable the
preparation and fair presentation of a financial report
and is free from material misstatement, whether due
to fraud or error; selecting and applying appropriate
accounting policies; and making accounting
estimates that are reasonable in the circumstances.
Auditor’s Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the
financial report based on our audit. No opinion is
expressed as to whether the accounting policies
used, as described in Note 1, are appropriate
to meet the needs of members. We conducted
our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing
Standards. These Auditing Standards require that we
comply with relevant ethical requirements relating to
audit engagements and plan and perform the audit
to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial
report is free from material misstatement.
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain
audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures
in the financial report. The procedures selected
depend on the auditor’s judgement, including the
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of
the financial report, whether due to fraud or error.
In making those risk assessments, the auditor
considers internal control relevant to the entity’s
preparation and fair presentation of the financial

report in order to design audit procedures that
are appropriate in the circumstances, but not
for the purpose of expression an opinion on the
effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. An audit
also includes evaluating the appropriateness of
accounting policies used and the reasonableness
of accounting estimates made by the Board of
Management, as well as evaluating the overall
presentation of the fin ancial report.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained
is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for
our audit opinion.
Our audit did not involve an analysis of the prudence
of business decisions made by the board of
management or management.
Independence
In conducting our audit, we have complied with
the independence requirements of the Australian
professional ethical pronouncements.
Audit Opinion
In our opinion, the financial report presents a fair
and true view of the financial position of South West
Catchments Council Inc. as of 30 June 2013 and of
its financial performance and its cash flows for the
year then ended in accordance with the accounting
policies described in Note 1 to the financial
statements.
Basis of Accounting
Without modifying our opinion, we draw attention to
Note 1 to the financial report, which describes the
basis of accounting. The financial report has been
prepared to assist South West Catchments Council
lnc. to meet the requirements of the Associations
Incorporation Act Western Australia 1987. As a
result, the financial report may not be suitable for
another purpose.
STANTONS INTERNATIONAL AUDIT AND
CONSULTING PTY LTD
(Trading as Stantons International)
(An Authorised Audit Company)

Samir Tirodkar
Director
West Perth, Western Australia
23 September 2013
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