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Acknowledgement of Country
South West Catchments Council recognises the Noongar people as the traditional 
custodians of the South West and respects their practices of sustainable land and water 
management for upwards of 45,000 years in the region. 

SWCC values working alongside the Aboriginal community to care for country and ensure 
that traditional ecological knowledge, skill and experience are incorporated into today’s 
landcare practices and endure for generations to come. 

Ngala kaaditj Noongar moort keyen kaadak nitja boodja 
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Welcome from our Chair

The SWCC Board

Karen Boyce Kathleen Broderick Dr. Andy Paterson

Enormous energy has been invested over the past year in developing our Organisational Strategy 
2021-25 and the Natural Resource Management (NRM) Regional Strategy to 2030. We’ve challenged 
ourselves to clarify our purpose and role in the region and through critiquing our own strengths, 
we are better placed to leverage them. Our aim is to ‘grow the pie’ of funding for South West 
Catchments Council (SWCC) and its Association Members, ultimately to deliver game-changing 
solutions to environmental challenges.
SWCC has intimate knowledge of our local area, great connection to landholders and local 
Aboriginal communities and extensive natural resource expertise, but crucially it will be our ability 
to collaborate and build partnerships with a diverse range of stakeholders and funding partners both 
within and outside our region, that will determine the scale of our impact into the future.
SWCC’s financial results for the year ending 30 June 2021 saw continued delivery of a strong balance 
sheet. With income of $3,238,961 against expenditure of $2,845,529, SWCC recorded a surplus of 
$393,432 for the financial year. We thank AMD for completing the audit, which was conducted in 
accordance with Australian Auditing Standards.
Of the surplus recorded, the majority is a balance brought forward for planned project expenditure 
budgeted in 2021-22. Indeed, SWCC has projected operating profit in the first three years of the 
five-year Regional Land Partnerships (RLP), just completed, followed by operating loss as we 
conclude delivery of the program through 2021-23. SWCC’s strong cash asset position will enable 
investment in diversification for future return.
The past year has seen some change to the Board. Karen Boyce was voted onto the Board at the 
2020 AGM and brings considerable commercial expertise. Brian Piesse chose to resign in June and a 
Board Director will be co-opted for the vacant position, with strengths in finance and governance. 
Our CEO, Sally Wilkinson, continues to successfully raise SWCC’s profile and perception of our 
capabilities, particularly with Commonwealth and State Government. We were delighted to 
have been chosen as one of six NRM regions nationally to deliver a pilot for the Commonwealth 
Government’s Agriculture Biodiversity Stewardship Program, which we estimate will deliver in 
excess of $3m directly to landholders in our region. We have also been selected by NRM Regions 
Australia to host the national Knowledge Conference on NRM in November 2022.  
As we shift into a new financial year, I am optimistic that we are well placed to deliver on the 
ambitious strategy we have set ourselves. I thank our Board Directors, staff, Association Members 
and all of our partners for your continued dedication and look forward to sharing with you the 
satisfaction of delivering some incredible outcomes for our environment.   

Bill Biggs

Brian Piesse - 
resigned June 2021

Cliff Winfield
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Welcome from our CEO

I am absolutely delighted to have worked with the Board over the past year to set a new 
Organisational Strategy. As we begin delivering on that strategy, my focus has shifted to building 
the team we require to be world-class collaborators with commercial capability. We have had some 
changes of staff but end the year with a strong team, to which we will shortly add two new senior 
positions. We all know change isn’t easy and I’d like to extend my gratitude to the team who are with 
me on the journey. I’m excited to be working with you through what I believe are some great years 
ahead for SWCC.   
A highlight of the past year for SWCC is our involvement in the Commonwealth Government’s 
Agriculture Biodiversity Stewardship Program, a $66.1m initiative which is working to develop market 
arrangements that reward landholders for protecting and improving biodiversity on farms. SWCC is 
one of only six NRM regions across Australia, and the only region in WA, to run a Carbon + Biodiversity 
pilot, under which farmers can receive both carbon credits and biodiversity payments for establishing 
and managing environmental plantings.
The pilot saw the team rapidly and successfully upskill in carbon farming, including understanding the 
intricacies of registering projects with the Emissions Reduction Fund.  The status of the South West as 
a global biodiversity hotspot was also apparent in the work required, with over 700 native vegetation 
communities appropriate for use in our region. The opportunity to work alongside the Australian 
National University (ANU), who have designed and are implementing the Stewardship Program, has 
been a fantastic experience – with sharing of knowledge between our organisations and the ability to 
raise the profile of SWCC nationally. 
SWCC has also performed a leadership role over the past year by generating insights from cutting-edge 
technology. Our expertise in pollination services has been further enhanced through the eDNA project 
where, working with Curtin University, our understanding of the effectiveness of different insect 
species pollinating avocado orchards has greatly increased. Our trial of FelixerTM cat traps also went 
live, with this technology shaping up to be a game-changer in the management of feral cats. 
More broadly for the NRM industry, the South West Native Title Settlement is a watershed moment 
– developing structures and opening lines of communication to better facilitate our working together
with First Nations people for enhanced environmental and community outcomes. It’s a journey we’re
eager and excited to undertake.
The SWCC team and Association Members collectively took a great step forward this year with 
establishment of the Collaboration Panel and creation of a framework to strengthen our joint efforts. The 
challenge now is to translate our improved communication and intent into real on-ground action and 
outcomes. I commend all the individuals involved in this work and know that together we are stronger!
I would also like to thank the team for the considerable work that has gone into refreshing the NRM 
Regional Strategy. While retaining the vital information about our local assets and priority actions 
required, we are also ensuring the Strategy can be more readily accessed as a support tool to assist 
any NRM stakeholder in the South West identify where and how they can source funds and contribute 
to positive environmental outcomes for our region. 
I’d like to finish by reflecting on the organisational values the SWCC team committed to this year, of 
ambition, creativity, inquisitiveness, agility, objectiveness and respect. These behaviours will drive our 
success into the future – a future of productive partnerships that will protect and enhance our unique 
South West environment. 

Sally Wilkinson
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Our Funding Partners

Our Vision
A healthier and more productive South West environment 
and community, continually benefiting from game-changing 
environmental solutions.

Our Values
• Ambition
• Creativity
• Inquisitiveness
• Agility
• Objectivity
• Respect

Our Vision, Misson and Values

Our Mission
• To co-design and implement innovative solutions to

environmental issues through collaboration with government,
industry, social enterprises, research organisations and
community groups.

• To recast the way people interact with the environmentand
increase their capacity for further improvements.



South West Catchments Council      2020-21 Annual Report 6

Our Members 
SWCC is an Incorporated Association representing  
nine environmental organisations:

The last year has seen a renewed focus on working together to maximise benefits to the region.  
The SWCC Collaboration Panel have developed a new Collaboration Framework, which will drive  
the development of regional projects and increase funding for vital projects. 

Coordination Groups have been formed to develop projects, programs and activities under 
two streams: environmental conservation and future-proofing farming. These groups will be 
instrumental in ensuring the delivery of the Association’s priority projects and programs, as 
identified in the South West Region NRM Strategy.

Our Impact in 2020-21

Seedlings planted  97,453

Hectares rehabilitated  113 

Hectares of weed control  176

KMs of fencing installed  15

Hectares of pest control  8,397 

Events  47

Land Managers Supported  135
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South West Region Natural Resource 
Management Strategy 
Through the Federal Government’s RLP program, SWCC is responsible for facilitating the development and 
update of the South West Region NRM Strategy, on behalf of stakeholders across the region.  In 2020/21, SWCC 
undertook extensive consultation to update the existing Strategy 2014-20. 

While SWCC authors and facilitates the Strategy, it is designed to be used by all stakeholders in the South West – 
including community groups, landcare organisations, volunteers, NGO’s and local governments.

“It has become apparent that the 
increasing environmental pressures 
on our unique South West region 
call for a new, ambitious approach 
by SWCC to better support and 
coordinate NRM activities.” 
Sally Wilkinson, CEO.

The updated Strategy 2021-30, to be released in November 2021, sets out a clear, 
straightforward framework to:

• Align actions for the shared benefit of our region

• Focus on priorities that have the most significant impact
on the threats facing the region

• Increase success in securing funding for key initiatives

• Understand how to apply regional priorities to the assets
in a specific area.

The SWCC Association, through the new Collaboration Framework, has developed an Investment 
Plan to guide our projects and programs in helping to deliver the Regional Strategy. 
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Managing Vegetation on Farm 
Targeting Pollinators and  
Farm Resilience
SWCC and its partners are working with farmers to improve the pollination services provided by beneficial insects 
and other pollinators through revegetation programs. 

The aim is to increase biodiversity and productivity, and ensure the farm is more resilient to better withstand the 
impacts of a changing climate. 

Six canola producers and orchardists across the region have been selected as demonstration sites to test the 
benefits of planting unique species mixes selected to provide continuous food and shelter for beneficial insects, 
rather than for purely biodiversity objectives. Personalised farm management plans have been developed with the 
land managers to scope revegetation and fencing of remnant vegetation. 

Progress in 2020/21
During winter 2020, a total of 15,237 seedlings were planted 
across the six properties over an area of 13 hectares. 

Three events, attended by 56 farmers, provided information 
about pollination and integrated pest management. Eleven 
insect and bird surveys were undertaken, along with 
seedling survival surveys on all revegetation sites on the 
six properties.  Three species, Adenanthos meisneri, Hakea 
corymbosa and Thryptomene saxicola, have been identified 
as particularly valuable food sources for pollinators which 
have not been used in revegetation activities before. 

The Undalup Association & Applied Archaeology Australia 
met with 13 farmers to obtain a better understanding of 
what Traditional Ecological Knowledge could be provided to 
improve their understanding of land management practices 
and how they can be best adapted to Australian conditions. 

“The project is identifying 
innovative revegetation practices 
and native plants as food sources 
for pollinators, and raising 
awareness with farmers about 
these practices. It’s a win-win for 
both farmers and biodiversity” 

Wendy Wilkins, Project Manager.
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e-DNA Project
SWCC is working with Curtin University to investigate which pollinators visit and potentially pollinate avocado flowers, using 
innovative environmental DNA (eDNA) techniques developed at the Curtin University TrEnD lab. PhD student, Joshua Kestel, is 
carrying out the main body of research, with SWCC, the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) 
and Avocado Australia staff assisting. 

Avocado flowers are collected for eDNA analysis to help identify which insects visited the flowers. eDNA data, along with 
photographs and pan trap survey information, is being used to identify potential insect pollinator species.

The information will be used to develop best management practices to enhance pollination in avocados.  This will include the 
development of plant species lists to attract and keep pollinators in the orchard, mowing strategies and the management of 
pesticide use.  

“Our study offers an exciting 
opportunity to understand 
how pollinating insects in 
the biodiversity hotspot of 
South West Western Australia 
interrelate with avocado 
orchards. Hopefully, this will 
provide management strategies 
to help introduce this diverse 
community into agricultural 
practices” 
- Joshua Kestel, Curtin University.

Progress in 2020/21
Surveying using eDNA samples from inflorescences, camera monitoring using GoPros and pan traps 
was undertaken on two avocado orchards during flowering in 2020. The results have been analysed 
and presented at two events. 

Early results have shown that thrips beetles, flies, hoverflies and bees (both European honeybees 
and native bees) are the main visitors to avocado flowers and the project is now concentrating on 
finding out to what extent remnant bushland adjacent to orchards affects numbers of these insects, 
as this would be one of the easiest management options for orchardists.
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Protecting WA’s Black Cockatoos
This project addresses the primary threat faced by the Carnaby’s black cockatoo – the loss of breeding habitat. Extensive 
clearing across the agricultural regions of Western Australia, where Carnaby’s breed, has led to a shortage of breeding 
hollows. Remaining hollows, which take over 100 years to form, are subject to deterioration over time and competition from 
feral species such as honeybees. For many breeding sites a shortage of adequate foraging areas close to the hollow also 
results in reduced breeding success. 

SWCC is working with the community and broadacre farming properties in the eastern parts of the region to identify and 
register current breeding sites for Carnaby’s cockatoos and improve these sites through fencing, revegetation and nesting 
hollow maintenance. Hollows will also be created to ensure identified sites have adequate nesting opportunities, along with 
foraging habitat within flight distance of nesting locations. 

The project aims to improve resource availability for at least two breeding sites, which will benefit at least 16 breeding pairs 
of Carnaby’s cockatoo in the Eucalypt woodlands of the Wheatbelt.

PHOTO CREDIT: Keith Lightbody

“Protecting and enhancing nesting 
sites is vital to halt the decline in 
WA’s black cockatoo numbers. This 
project provides valuable support 
to a local population of one of our 
iconic species” 

Derani Sullivan, Project Manager

Progress in 2020/21
The first year of nesting surveys has added two new confirmed nesting 
sites to the two that were previously known in the region. Surveys 
were undertaken by SWCC contractors and local volunteers trained 
by Birdlife Australia. To support breeding at these nesting sites, local 
landcare groups and farmers have helped to identify areas of remnant 
vegetation to be protected from livestock grazing and several sites for 
revegetation to improve the availability of food close to nesting sites. 
Three kilometres of fencing has been installed and 6 hectares of land 
has been prepared for direct seeding of mixed native species.
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Land for Wildlife
The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attraction’s Land for Wildlife program is a 
voluntary scheme to encourage and assist private landholders to provide habitat for wildlife on 
their property.
SWCC develops management plans for Land for Wildlife properties, to enhance habitat for native 
species, along with offering RLP grant funding for properties that provide habitat for priority 
threatened species such as the western ringtail possum. Information about private bushland 
which is managed for conservation assists SWCC to plan landscape-scale wildlife conservation, 
including revegetating corridors for wildlife movement and targeting projects in areas with high 
conservation value areas.
There are currently more than 500 properties registered with Land for Wildlife across the entire 
SWCC region, covering more than 144,000 ha of land. 

PHOTO CREDIT: Ben Thompson

Progress in 2020/21

• 23 new Land for Wildlife properties assessed

• 16 new and 2 updated Land for Wildlife reports covering 1,296 hectares

• 2.2km fencing protecting 196 hectares vegetation

• 19,784 seedlings planted across 8 hectares

• 6kg native seed collected for direct seeding in 2022

• 63 hectares weed control
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Protecting South West Wetlands  
of International Importance
SWCC is focused on restoring the condition of the internationally-significant Vasse Wonnerup Wetlands, Toolibin Lake and 
Muir-Byenup wetlands, and reducing threats to these precious waterways.These Ramsar-listed wetlands, and the ecosystems 
they support, are under threat from water quality decline, due to agricultural practices, land clearing and urbanisation, as 
well as feral animals, weed invasion and a changing climate. SWCC is working with local communities, regional partners 
and land managers to manage and mitigate these threats and improve the overall health and function of these aquatic 
systems. Targeted actions include preventing the intrusion of salt-laden surface water into the last fresh-water habitat in the 
Wheatbelt at Toolibin Lake, undertaking revegetation and reducing garden nutrient runoff into the Vasse-Wonnerup wetlands 
and collecting valuable bird data and reducing predation at the Muir-Byenup wetlands.

Toolibin Lake full of water during 2021’s wet winter, for only the third time since the 1980s.

Progress in 2020/21

Toolibin Lake: 
• Revegetation of 25.5ha (37,787 seedlings), including site preparation, weed, rabbit and kangaroo control
• School planting day.

Vasse-Wonnerup wetlands: 
• Site preparation, weed control and direct seeding at Buttercup Reserve
• Completion of nitrogen efficiency trial on a beef farming property
• Continuation of Bay OK gardening program to educate homeowners to reduce fertiliser use and nutrient run-off.

Muir-Byenup wetlands: 
• Quarterly bird monitoring surveys
• Fox control to protect up to 4,920ha on private properties adjacent to the wetlands
• Completion of an acid release monitoring program
• Initiation of ‘Felixer’ feral cat grooming trap trials.
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“We are working really hard with gardeners in the catchment to reduce 
nutrients leaching from gardens into the Vasse Wonnerup and the Bay. 
Gardeners are telling us they will change their approach to gardening by 
improving soil and reducing fertiliser use as a result of their participation in 
one of our workshops” 

Jen Mitchell, GeoCatch

A new feral cat trap, the Felixer™, is being tested by SWCC and the 
Department of Biodiversity Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) 
at the Muir-Byenup wetlands as an innovative approach to native 
wildlife protection.  

This ecologically diverse wetland system covers an area of 10,631 
hectares and ranges from fresh to saline and even rare peat-based 
wetlands, with some permanent and others seasonal.  

Feral cats pose a significant threat to the wetland’s waterbirds, 
including black swans, Australian shelducks, little bittern, Eurasian 
coot and the threatened Australasian bittern. Up to 52,000 birds 
have been recorded at the wetlands during periods of high rainfall 
and the wetlands regularly support over 20,000 birds at a time.

The effectiveness of the Felixer™ is being trialled in bushland 
surrounding the wetlands. ‘Safe mode’ testing has confirmed that 
the traps are extremely safe for native species. The trial is testing 
the validity of modelling that suggests a potential 80%+ reduction 
in feral cat density with 8 traps deployed over 8 weeks.

The trial is continuing through to 2022. When the Felixer units 
become commercially available, it is hoped they will provide a vital 
tool in the fight against feral cats and foxes.

FelixerTM Feral Cat Trap Trial
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Creating Safe Havens for the  
Western Ringtail Possum  
and Priority Threatened Species
SWCC works with a wide range of stakeholders to improve conservation outcomes and enhance the viability 
of populations of the critically endangered western ringtail possum in the South West, where the species is in 
decline with small and severely fragmented subpopulations. Climate change impacts, including reduced rainfall 
and higher temperature, along with continuing urban development create a pressing need to create new 
habitats and enhance existing habitat.  
This project also helps protect the numbat, chuditch, woylie and malleefowl in the region through the delivery 
of feral predator reduction strategies.

Progress in 2020/21
• 20.2 ha of revegetation to create and

enhance habitat

• 97.5 ha of weed control

• 19,271ha pest control

• 4 community planting days

• 39 community and school events

• 3 traditional fire management Workshops

“It’s a great pleasure to work with 
such an engaged community to 
learn and implement new ways of 
coexisting in harmony with our iconic 
western ringtail possum. We are 
shaping the future of the species by 
respecting the need to share  
our space” 
Jaya Vaughan, Project Manager.
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Pet Ownership Behaviour Change Program

Possum release project
SWCC is working with FAWNA Inc., University 
of Western Australia (UWA) and DBCA to 
determine survival rates of rehabilitated 
possums after release into the wild, and 
investigate which factors improve their survival. 
Upon release, this critically endangered species 
faces threats from foxes, cats and native south-
west carpet pythons.

The five-year project tests whether food 
sources, water availability, rearing techniques 
and personality types affect survival rates. After 
being hand-reared, rescued possums are sent to 
FAWNA’s Possum Finishing School, where they 
are all given the same treatment and housed in 
the same conditions before release. They are 
fitted with elastic radio monitoring collars which 
allows them to be radio tracked by SWCC and 
UWA PhD student, Sarah Corsetti. 

Results of the first two releases show survival 
rates improving from 5.6% to 15% following fox 
control measures. Future releases will aim to 
further improve survival rates.

SWCC has launched a behaviour change campaign to improve responsible 
pet ownership rates in the greater Bunbury region, to reduce the impact 
of domestic pets on the western ringtail possum. 

This project was launched with a survey of over 700 pet owners about cat 
and dog ownership. The survey dataset identified behavioural drivers and 
barriers to target in order to change behaviour. Indoor cat focus groups 
were held to gain more detailed perspectives on indoor cat ownership. 
Future work will include the development and rollout of a targeted 
behaviour change campaign.
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Ringtail Tally

The Ringtail Tally, established by GeoCatch in 2016 and supported by 
SWCC, improves knowledge and awareness of critically endangered 
western ringtail possums living in urban areas. Citizen scientists are 
engaged to record sightings of possums in their local area over a 4 week 
period during April to May.

Tally results provide a reliable set of observation data about where 
western ringtail possums are found and in what numbers, as a reference 
for future planning decisions and conservation projects. 

Now in its 6th year, the Tally has been adopted by Nature Conservation 
Margaret River Region, Leschenault Catchment Council and Wirambi 
Landcare, making it a truly regional event.

Possum bridge
SWCC has constructed a ropebridge for western ringtail 
possums on Marine Terrace in Busselton, to connect 
populations on both sides of the road. The area, which 
has a large possum population, contains extensively 
rehabilitated remnant vegetation and extensive stands of 
peppermint, Agonis flexuosa. 

GeoCatch contracted Bibbulmun artist, Lea Taylor, to 
decorate the bridge with a mural artwork revealing the 
significance of ringtails to the Wadandi people and design 
informative signage.   

Remote cameras have revealed that possums are already 
using the bridge, which is a fantastic result!
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Agriculture Biodiversity  
Stewardship Program 
The Australian Government’s Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment has partnered 
with ANU to deliver a suite of programs under its Agriculture Biodiversity Stewardship Program. 

SWCC was one of only six regions across Australia to be chosen to partner on a pilot of the 
Carbon + Biodiversity Program. Working with ANU, SWCC developed program protocols specific 
to the South West to ensure maximum benefits for the region’s farmers and environment. 

The $23.5 million Carbon + Biodiversity Pilot encourages farmers to plant mixed species native 
trees and shrubs on their land, to increase biodiversity and remove carbon from the atmosphere. 
Successful applicants will register their planting projects through the Emissions Reduction Fund 
to access Australian Carbon Credit Units (ACCUs). These can be sold to the Government or 
private businesses or be retained as a step towards carbon neutrality. The Department provides 
payments in addition to the ACCUs, to recognise the biodiversity benefits of the emissions 
reduction project. 

“Working so closely with the NRM 
groups such as SWCCC on the design 
of the Carbon + Biodiversity Pilot has 
allowed us to ensure that the program 
is relevant to local landholders 
and delivers the best outcomes for 
biodiversity” 
Dean Ansell, ANU.
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Regional Agriculture Landcare 
Facilitator (RALF)
SWCC’s Regional Agriculture Landcare Facilitator (RALF), Peter Clifton, is funded under the RLP program to provide 
farmers with relevant, practical and credible information on ways to protect soil, biodiversity and vegetation, and 
adapt to the changing climate and market demands.

SWCC’s RALF engages with farmers, communities and industries to understand needs, motivations and barriers. 
He then provides clear and credible information where it is needed to enable better decisions, and facilitate 
partnerships to solve problems.

“Peter is a well of knowledge in landcare 
practices and is passionate about how farmers 
can improve their operation while also still 
maintaining a productive and profitable 
enterprise. Peter and SWCC have helped us 
enormously over the last 6 months in assessing 
our farm carbon emissions. I have no doubt that 
Peter will continue to be a valued contact and 
contributor to our business in the years to come” 

Quentin Blunsdon,  
Manager Aruma Estate

Progress in 2020/21

• Published 22 articles that have been viewed 2,637 times, developed ten videos with 1,307 views, and
produced 12 newsletters that are opened by 230+ people monthly.

• Active on social media, making 400 posts to Twitter and expanding the following for one account to 951.

• Facilitated, supported or attended 25 events and several webinars.

• Provided support for projects such as the Grazing Matcher Program to adopt more sustainable grazing
practices, SWCC’s Pollinator project and projects such as uPtake to reduce nutrient run-off into waterways.

• Provided support for a group of South West producers to produce carbon footprints.

• Developed capability in carbon accounting for sheep and beef farmers.

• Supported Communities of Practice involved in extension, soil and regenerative agriculture.

• Adapted to the quickly changing dynamics of carbon farming and carbon neutrality, and assisted
with the Carbon + Biodiversity Pilot.
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Working to Contain Cotton Bush
Developing an understanding of how to improve weed management depends significantly on knowing the 
distribution of the weed of interest. SWCC, in collaboration with CSIRO and several community groups, is working 
to develop an effective biocontrol strategy to manage narrow leaf cotton bush (Gomphocarpus fruticosus). 

Cotton bush is a highly invasive weed and a declared pest in Western Australia. It aggressively out-competes 
native and agricultural plant species, posing a major threat to food systems and the natural environment.

New data collection methods are revolutionising our ability to understand which plants are where in the 
landscape. DPIRD’s MyPestReporter app is being used to collect data from members of the public on locations of 
cotton bush infestation. Data submitted via the app will assist with the development of new control methods to 
prevent the spread of this noxious pest. The app also provides postal addresses for users to send samples of the 
plant, which will be genetically analysed to determine the geographical area of origin. This information will be 
vital to developing effective biocontrol methods for different sub-species.

Photo credits: DPIRD

Progress in 2020/21

We have held two workshops in collaboration with Leschenault Biosecurity Inc. and 
Blackwood Biosecurity Inc. and completed a broader survey of farmers. Well over 500 
sightings have been recorded through the MyPest Reporter app, and samples obtained 
from as far afield as Ravensthorpe and Northam.

“Although cotton bush is relatively easy 
to control, it has gotten completely out 
of control in areas north of Bunbury 
and around Perth, and an effective 
biocontrol program is now the only way 
to manage its spread” 

Mike Christensen, Program Manager
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Native Seed Collection
Seed collection for the propagation of native flora is a critical environmental skill 
set. The South West’s drying climate has a direct impact on seed production, 
germination and pollination success, along with the direct threat to vegetation  
from increased fire.  

SWCC was provided with funding through the Department of Water and Environment 
Regulation’s Native Vegetation Rehabilitation Scheme to employ and train a team of 
ten seed collectors, including four who identify as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
people. 

The collectors, led by Leschenault Catchment Council, were trained in how to identify, 
collect, clean and process seed from native plant species within the following 
vegetation associations:

• Jarrah forests (Eucalyptus marginata) and marri (Corymbia calophylla)

• Marri and wandoo woodlands (Eucalyptus wandoo)

• Tuart woodlands (Eucalyptus gomphocephala)

• Jarrah forest with Allocasuarina and Banksia species

At the end of the six month project, the team has exceeded their seed collection 
targets and a number of the collectors have successfully found new jobs through 
this traineeship. The seeds will be used to revegetate the South West region.  

“There are so many different species, so every day 
you’re learning new things and finding new things 
out in the bush. It’s been great!”
Caleb, Seed Collection Trainee

Supporting our Sector 
through COVID
SWCC was successful in its application to the State Government’s Core Business Investment program, which provided a grant to 
support the NRM sector through the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition to assisting with community engagement to review the 
South West Region NRM Strategy, the grant provided vital support in several areas:

• Biosecurity Resource Maximisation Process
Three workshops were held with regional biosecurity stakeholders to develop a communications
framework for more effective and efficient collaboration across the sector

• Social Media Training
Partnering with Hancock Creative, SWCC delivered a series of social media
training workshops to over 130 NRM practitioners

• Sector Capacity Building Grants
SWCC provided devolved grants to each Association
Member to fill vital gaps in their organisations.
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Get Involved

There are many ways you can get involved  
and support SWCC’s vital work:

Subscribe to the South West Link and SWAg newsletters to keep up-to-date 
on news, events and opportunities in the region.  

Register to become a volunteer. SWCC links volunteers to groups in their 
local area as well as engaging volunteers directly through our projects.

Attend a range of events and workshops across the region, ranging from kid’s 
planting days to on-farm field days. 

Donate to help support our ongoing activities. As a not-for-profit charitable 
organisation, we rely on generous support from our community. 

Partner with us to deliver amazing environmental projects. 

Contact us to find out how SWCC can help you to meet your corporate social 
responsibility obligations.    

Head to the SWCC website for more information or contact us on 
08 9724 2400 or swcc@swccnrm.org.au. 


