
Project Overview 

A coordinated management program 

This project is supported by the South West Catchments Council, through funding from the              

Government of Western Australian Government’s State Natural Resource Management Program. swccnrm.org.au 

Project Manager 

Derani Sullivan and Wendy Wilkins 

Project Duration 

2012 to 2016 

Key Partners 
Departments of Agriculture and Food; Parks and 
Wildlife, Warren Catchments Council, Shire of West 
Arthur, Murdoch University, Community Vertebrate 
Pest Management groups, Water Corporation and 
Southern Feral Pig Action Group 

Key Achievements 

 1187 pigs dispatched over 2,214,012 ha 

A coordinated regional management program for 
the control of feral pigs on mixed tenure to  
address priority feral pigs threatening biodiversity 
and primary production across the South West. 

The project built on current successful community 
feral pig control programs in the Lake Muir to 
Denbarker, Nannup, Northcliffe, Boddington, and 
Hotham valley areas and Department of Parks and 
Wildlife activities in areas of high conservation 
significance.  

A project steering committee guided investment 
to ensure that critical threats were addressed. 
Four new Vertebrate Pest Control groups 
(Preston, Lower Blackwood, Middle Blackwood 
and Donnelly) were supported and provided with 
training to meet accreditation standards. 

Feral pig control 



Outcomes and learnings 

swccnrm.org.au 

Feral pigs (Sus scrofa) cause significant 
environmental damage by destroying native 
vegetation, spreading dieback and polluting 
water sources. They also harm agricultural lands 
by degrading soils, predating on lambs and 
spreading disease.  

This project included the coordination of feral pig 
control, as well as thermal imagery trials, 
training, workshops, and roadblocks, and the 
development of the Feral Pig Control Strategy 
South-West Western Australia 2015-2020. 

Thermal Imagery trials 

The thermal imagery trials aimed to help 
determine the extent of the feral pig problem in 
the South West.  However, the trials did not 
proceed as originally planned due to the lack of 
availability of appropriate aircraft. The trials were 
further hampered by the loss of four pig-tracking 
collars when 3 of the 4 collared pigs (4th collared 
pig, location unknown) which were destroyed by 
the Northcliffe fires during January/February 
2015.   

Although this was a significant blow to the SWCC 
project and its partners, the trials are continuing. 
In February 2017, it was reported that flying the 
thermal imaging camera at night avoids many of 
the previous issues such as dead stags of wood in 
the forest showing up as heat sources due to the 
reflected light and heat.  It is anticipated that in 
mid 2017 the results and detection figures will be 
available. 

Training and Workshops 

Thirteen field operators undertook training to 
obtain their TAFE accreditation in Certificate III in 
Vertebrate Pest management, as well as 
achieving their competency in the Department of 
Parks and Wildlife Firearms Safety Course. 

Three workshops were held on feral pig 
management and trap building, as well as the use 
of 1080 baiting for feral pig control.  

Roadblocks 

Three inter-agency roadblocks were undertaken 
at various locations to deter the illegal release of 
pigs into the South West. 
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