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Restoring internationally-significant Ramsar wetlands  
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Pip Marshall  
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2013 to 2018 

Key Partners 

Department of Parks and Wildlife  

Key Achievements 

 6.5ha site preparation  

 6.5ha of revegetation 

 5ha of pest management 

 5ha of weed control 

The Vasse-Wonnerup Restoration project aims to 
protect and enhance the ecological values of the 
internationally-significant Vasse-Wonnerup 
Wetlands system, east of Busselton. 

This wetland system is listed under the Ramsar 
Convention, an inter-governmental, multilateral 
treaty on the conservation of designated 
Wetlands of International Importance. 

We partnered with the Department of Parks and 
Wildlife to restore several riparian sites within the 
significant wetlands.  The sites are undergoing 
weed control and revegetation with native plants 
to reduce the impacts of invasive weeds, restore 
habitat for waterbird and other species and 
increase the resilience of the wetland system.     

Vasse-Wonnerup Restoration 
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Wetlands of international and national 
importance 

The wetlands are recognised for their significance 
under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of 
International Importance, particularly for the 
waterfowl habitat the wetland system provides.   

The wetlands are also home to at least 17 
migratory bird species that have international 
protection under other treaties.  

The wetlands comprise of estuarine marshland, 
tidal floodplain and river ‘deltas’ that have 
formed behind narrow coastal dunes lining 
Geographe Bay, and support extremely high 
densities of waterfowl and shorebirds.  

Historically, the Vasse-Wonnerup Wetlands, 
estuary and Geographe Bay were a major food 
source for the local Wardandi people. There are 
sixteen Aboriginal heritage sites listed by 
Department of Aboriginal Affairs within or close 
to the Vasse-Wonnerup Wetlands.                                                   

                                                                                     

Restoration in a challenging environment 

The wetlands have a long history of disturbance 
through clearing, grazing and other past 
agricultural land use, which has led to habitat loss 
and landscape fragmentation.  

SWCC’s Biodiversity Project Manager, Pip 
Marshall, highlights the challenges in 
revegetating in a wetland environment. 

“Degraded wet areas are often heavily burdened 
by weeds, and seasonal inundation restricts 
management access.  Persistence and continuity 
of funding are essential for success,” she said.   

The revegetation work will increase the 
ecological resilience of the Vasse-Wonnerup 
Wetlands system by reducing weeds, replacing 
fringing vegetation and establishing a vegetated 
corridor between the adjacent Tuart forest.   

 


