
Project Overview 

Improving aquatic habitat and water quality 

This project is supported by the South West Catchments Council, through funding from the  

Australian Government’s National Landcare Programme and Government of Western Australia. swccnrm.org.au 

Project Manager 

Derani Sullivan and Pip Marshall 

Project Duration 

2015 to 2018 

Key Partners 

Department of Parks and Wildlife, local 
government, Lower Blackwood Landcare, 
Perth Zoo, private landholders 

Key Achievements 

 791 frogs (Geocrinia sp) translocated 

 7.8km revegetation, 2.7km fencing 

 3 water sensitive urban design projects 

This project aims to improve aquatic habitats 
through conservation actions for threatened 
species in priority rural and urban waterways.  

The project focuses on waterways in the Lower 
Blackwood region, including the Chapman Brook, 
and Rushy and McLeod creeks, key sites within 
Water Quality Improvement Plans catchments.  

Rural areas are targeted by addressing multiple 
threatening processes through riparian 
restoration and stock-proof fencing to protect the 
habitat of two endangered Geocrinia species and 
other threatened fauna. 

The urban component improves water quality 
from industrial areas and townships entering 
waterways through water sensitive urban design 
(WSUD). 

Waterway and Wetland 
Linkages 



Restoring waterway linkages 

This project is supported by the South West Catchments Council, through funding from the  

Australian Government’s National Landcare Programme and Government of Western Australia. swccnrm.org.au 

Many waterways in the South West have been 
heavily cleared in the past for agricultural and 
urban development. This has led to a loss of 
habitat and connectivity of riparian areas, as well 
as pests and weed invasion, and water quality 
decline. 

Rural waterways 

The rural waterways component of the project 
works to protect two threatened frog species; 
Geocrinia alba (White-bellied Frog) and Geocrinia 
vitellina (Orange-bellied Frog). Protection of 
other native species including fish, 
macroinvertebrates, birds and mammals is also a 
priority. We have supported, in partnership with 
Perth Zoo and Department of Parks and Wildlife, 
the rearing of froglets in captivity and 
translocation of 475 White-bellied Frogs and 316 
Orange-bellied Frogs. Clearing of firebreaks, 
installing vehicle access control structures and 
erosion-control works to stop sediment run-off 
into Geocrinia habitat has also been completed.  

SWCC works with private landholders in the 

Lower Blackwood area to protect and improve 
riparian areas through stock-proof fencing, 
revegetation and 18.5ha of weed control.   

Urban waterways 

Water sensitive urban design (WSUD) structures 
are improving water quality by capturing and 
treating runoff before it enters rivers, streams 
and estuaries in urban areas.  We partner with 
local governments to install WSUD features, 
including biofiltration rain gardens in the 
Leschenault and Margaret River catchments.  
Rain gardens use the biological and physical 
function of plants and soil microbiology to 
remove pollutants such as excess fertiliser, which 
can otherwise contribute to toxic algal blooms.  
Rain gardens also green our urban spaces, 
improve aesthetics and provide habitat for 
wildlife.  

With urbanisation on the increase, WSUD is 
becoming increasingly important to the 
environment and community. 


